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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
our most important national resource is our children, 
·so it is our responsibility as eduoators to examine carefUlly 
and with caution each medium of influence which affects their 
lives. Since it is an established faot that most children spend 
an average of from two to four hours daily sitting before a 
~television (which has been called a combination story-teller, 
teacher, clown and monster) it is well for us to continuously 
review what they are watching and attempt to determine what its 
effects upon them might be. 
As Henry Ford's first automobile was at length accepted 
by the majority of the public, so television has become es• 
tablished as a necessity in modern family living. Educators 
who once viewed with alarm the dawn of the television era have 
now found the advantages of its use in the classroom, and the 
number and quality of educational programs are increasing. Tbe 
family today without a television set is an oddity, and the lone 
child in the classroom without at least one set at home is re• 
,garded with pity by his peers. 
The dissenters still forecast dire results, but their 
,~-
voices are not so loud nor so strident as in the past. Count-
less words have been spoken and written, praising or condemning 
the programs which are televised. The battle between the 
sponsors, networks and the Federal Communications Commission 
continues to rage. The Commission, working under a democratic 
system, has no power to dictate the type or programs to be 
presented to the viewers. This puts the responsibility or the 
quality or programs to be televised squarely on the shoulders 
or the sponsors, who state that they must serve the public 
interest in order to maintain an economic base £rom which to 
operate. And the public interest evidences a lowbrow taste. 
The sponsors have Eelt deep concern because of the ract 
that Eine programs which they have presented, through a vast 
amount of effort and expense, have been viewed by only a fraction 
of the total number or viewers. Economically they feel that 
they cannot af£ord to present such programs. One such recently 
publicized program was reported to have reached only six and 
one-hal£ million viewers, but if one considers the fact that 
six and one-hal£ thousand thousand persons were watching and 
learning £rom that program the number seems quite large. If a 
start can be made with a small percentage or interested people, 
there must be ways to increase that number. 
Children have a natural curiosity and are highly sug-
gestible. Their interests cover a wide range or topics, so i£ 
it is determined what programs they watch, they may be guided 
in their viewing and inspired to watch programs which will be 
2 
more profitable tor their education, both 1n terms of knowledge 
and development of aesthetic sensitivities, or to make better 
use of their leisure time. The fact that much or the tare 
presently offered to young viewers is artificial, superficial 
;.and repetitive should not cause educators to procreate a de .. 
'teatist attitude and complacently ait by with the conviction 
that it is the responsibility ot the home to control the child's 
viewing. 
The child grows to be the adult whose personality is 
'the sum total of his experiences and cultural influences. I:f 
i.the child spends approximately one-:fourth o:f his waking hours 
,before a television set it is logical to conclude that he must 
be swayed to a greater or lesser degree by the concepts it 
presents. It is the responsibility ot educators to influence 
,formative young minds in their choices of programs so that 
those hours may be as rewarding as possible. 
3 
Purpose ot the Study 
A study was made in 1958 by McPherson. wherein the 
author surveyed a group ot children in the Boston area to de-
• termine what programs they were watching and which ones they 
, selected as best liked. From this survey the six most popular 
'programs were analyzed to determine what concepts were being 
presented to children through the program content.1 
As a follow-up of this study it seemed feasible to 
design a questionnaire which would attempt to determine to 
,what extent children bad internalized the concepts presented 
,to them through the medium of television6 insofar as they were 
.able to express how they felt about certain attitudes and beliefs 
about their culture. 
Procedure 
A letter was written to the superintendent of schools 
to obtain his permission to conduct a television survey ot the 
, children in grades four, five and six in a small elementary 
.school. Through his cooperation, and that ot the administration 
and teaching starr, a listing ot all the programs presented in 
.·the Boston area tor one week was given to the children who were 
lxary Isabel MacPherson, •An Analysis of Certain Social 
Values Presented to Children Through the Medium ot Television.• 
(unpublished Master's dissertation. Boston University6 1958), 
P• 2-81. 
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to participate in the survey. These children were asked to 
check each day the programs they had watched. Any programs they 
had watched but were not listed were to be written in at the 
bottom of the sheet for the day. 
One hundred ten copies were passed out to the children, 
accompanied by a letter to the parent explaining briefly the 
purpose of the survey. At the end of the seven day period ninety 
copies were returned completed. Two copies were marked 0 and 
one was returned with the statement that there was ~o television 
at home. Seventeen copies were unaccounted for. It was assumed 
that the usual illnesses which beset children in winter months 
accounted for the failure of some programs to be returned. 
A tabulation of the programs reported as watched showed 
a total of 185 programs viewed. The number of hours of viewing 
totaled 1,490 hours or a weekly average of 16.55 hours. This 
made the daily average of viewing hours 2.36 or approximately 
2 hours and 21 minutes. This number is slightly below the 
national average but no assumptions were made as to the reasons 
for it. Peak viewing occurred on the week-ends, and no pro-
grams were reported after 11:00 P.M. at night. It was observed 
that a very small percentage of educational programs were re-
ported. 
The age of the children ranged from 9 years, 0 months to 
14 years,ll months, with the mean age at 10 years 7 months. 
The school surveyed is in a pleasant town, located 
within commuting distance of the Boston area, as well as, two 
5 
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industrial centers nearby. The surrounding territory is a fine 
fruit growing region so there are numerous fruit farms in the 
area. From available sources it was determined that approxi-
mately 40 per cent of the 1900 residents are professional people, 
and another 12 per cent are in the labor class, which would leave 
about 48 per cent as retired or semi skilled workers. A nearby 
air base employs a small per cent of the town's population. This 
picture would seem to show a fair cross section of socio-economic 
groups so the children of the area should well represent an 
average sampling of a small rural population. 
Selection of Programs. From the number of programs re-
turned a large chart was set up to tabulate the choice of pro-
grams and the number of times each program was checked. To make 
a fair comparison between programs listed weekly and those listed 
daily only one score was given to each daily program, even though 
the program might have been checked five times during the week. 
It was felt that the program content presented in the daily pro-
grams was so similar from day to day that a weekly program should 
be given equal evaluation due to the different type of content 
being presented. The six most watched programs are listed as 
follows: 
- :: 
PROGRAM 
1. Disney's World 
2. Three Stooges 
3. Make Room for Daddy 
4. Ozzie and Harriet 
6 
5. Ba.t Masterson 
6. Flintstones 
Values to Be Assessed 
As a result of his experiences, the child places certain 
values upon his relationships with his family, his associates, 
.and his place in society. In the attempt to assess these values. 
it was decided to place the concepts presented through the tele-
vision programs into five categories: (1) home life, 
(2) social relationships, (3) moral issues, (4) material values 
and, (5) prejudices against nationalities, groups, colors and 
religions. 
The MacPherson list or concepts was incorporated into 
the final categorization as far as it was deemed applicable to 
programs being watched by the children in the surveyl 
A list or statements was made tor each category and a 
.final listing of 80 statements was prepared to be given in the 
questionnaire. The statements were so worded that the child 
might agree or disagree with a particular statement. Upon com-
pletion of the questionnaire of 80 statements a preliminary 
.survey was given to 55 sixth graders in two schools in the Boston 
are•• Fifteen of the questions were considered to be invalid aa 
a result of this preliminary trial due to difficulties with vo-
cabulary or ambiguity of meaning. The final listing of 65 
·questions was then given to the elementary children chosen for 
·the survez. 
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CHAPTER II 
Summary of the ResearCh 
~e TV Conflict.•It is undoubtedly true that the values presented 
:to children through television programs are a reflection of our 
materialistic-idealistic culture. Much of the criticism of 
television programs stems from the fact that we live one life, 
and idealize another. Ralph Garry defines the values that we 
'seem to cherish. 
If the story content presented by the mass media 
reflects the values of our culture, we prize 
power, wealth, success and aggressive behavior, 
and the mass media provide children with prolo~ed 
exposure to portrayals involving these values. 
When one considers the types of programs presented to 
'Children, it is also important to have a clear-cut set of values 
which those responsible for programming should bear in mind when 
~resenting them. Gilbert Seldes, in analyzing it, says that 
television does not exist in a social vacuum. 
' tor 
It reflects our morals and manners and, in 
turn, it helps to change them. It is part 
of the nation's news service, part of its 
industry and cOJJllllerce, and part of the ed-
ucational system of our society, so that 
1Ralph Garry, et al. Television for Children,Foundation 
Character Education (Boston: T. o. Metcalf co., 1962) 9 p 38. 
8 
:r 
it becomes one of the prime institutions 
capable of creating ideaf and altering the 
pattern of our thoughts. 
Since it is felt that television plays a part in moldini 
; the character of individuals in our society, it is well to con-· 
, aider its effects upon the growing child, the child who, from 
' infancy to maturity and beyond, is formulating ideas of social 
i behavior. 
How the Child Acquires Concepts.- The infant soon starts to fo~ 
ideas and to acquire language forms with which to fix them. As 
[ he matures this process becomes ever-widening, including word 
: S'YJIIbols and meanings, concepts, ideas, laws and generalizations. 
·i As an adult the process continues. 
•I 
; 
·I 
In the end, the products of this learning comprise 
most of the mental content and machinery of the 
individual; and they set him apart from the mature 
members of the sub-human species by a gulf that is 
not to be bridged.2 
The most evident characteristic of concepts, informatio• 
and generalizations is that they are verbal. Most of our actio~s 
are a result of this verbalization, but there are many mental 
constructs which contain non-verbal ideas and generalizations. 
I 
1 These mental concepts are built slowly and over a long period ot 
, years. They might be regarded as intersecting planes of though1i 
lGilbert Seldes. The Public Arts( New York: Simon 
! and Schuster, 1956), P• 90. 
, 2william A. Brownell and Gordon Hendrickson. How 
'j' Children Learn Information, Concepts! and Generalizati'Oiii (Fortt-
• ninth Yearbook of the National Socie y for the Study of Educati~, 
'!:Vol. I, Chicago, Illinois: 1959) PP• 92 .. 129. 
I 
' ! 
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which advance toward an ever-changing whole. Non verbal construdts 
•re most difficult to assess, and depend to a great degree upon 
the experiences of the individual attaining them. 
Acquiring an adequate vocabulary is a necessity in 
~ommunicating with others, and each word that the child uses 
!!lust have meaning it he is to communicate well. Garry feels 
that there are certain stages the child goes through to acquire 
!jteanings. 
The child's vocabulary will double, but more 
significant is his growth in capacity to con-
ceptualize. Whan he enters school he relates 
words to specific experiences. He is told to 
be kind to other children, that this hurts, or 
that is cruel. Whatever the words used, he 
thinks of kindness or cruelty in relation to 
particular events or experiences. By ten he 
will be talking of "bravery• as bravery. He 
can generalize and see similarities between 
events and objects, where previously the 
differences were more significant. Riddles 
and conundrums are popular,1illustrating the growing power over meaning. 
It would be an error to assume that learning in verbal 
~d non-verbal areas is independent ot other kinds of learning. 
The three types of learning, ideational, motor and emotional workii 
,, ,, 
i 
' 
' 
:.· 
together to effect the coordinated whole, and are closely inter- i; 
' 
telated. Almost any idea, it analyzed closely enough will be 
found to be part of all three. 
lRalph Garry, et al. op. cit., P• 23. 
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,, 
Several factors contribute to influence the 
place on the seale of meaningfulness at which 
any ideational learning task will be found. 
---Society may regard a given task as an 
essential item in education, formal or in-
formal, and insist that it be learned with a 
maximum of meaning.--- But society's will in 
the matter does not put the learning task 
there. An even more decisive factor is the 
learner himself. There is no way in the world 
to give meanings to the learner. Meaning comes 
only through individual experience, and ex-
perience is not wholly subject to external 
control. It follows that, regardless of where 
the teacher, parent or friend places an item 
on the continium of meaningfulness, the learner 
may place it higher or lower. In a word the 
meaningfulness of an ideational learning task· 
at any time is relative to the person who is 
fitting that item into his pattern of thought 
and action.l 
The value that a learner gives to an idea, task or 
material depends upon the satisfaction he derives from it. This: 
!I 
value also depends upon the truth of relationships as he finds 
it to be, due to his personal experience. These values, ideas, 
~d relationships are intricately interwoven into what are 
)palled concepts. 
!' 
i 
" 
A concept is far more than a word, far more than 
an arbritrary association. A concept is an 
abstraction. The concept 1 river 1 is appropriately 
applied to a given object, but it is not properly 
restricted to that one object. Rather 'river' 
applies to a class or group of objects Which have 
certain qualities in common. Hence the child who 
uses 'river' only in connection with a single 
particular object has no concept of 1 river 1 or at 
least his concept is too incomplete to be of much 
value. 
lwilliam A. Brownell and Gordon Hendrickson. 
op. cit., P• 96. 
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As a matter of fact, concepts as abstractions 
may relate to nothing which is immediately and 
directly available to sense. 'Charity' for ex-
ample, is not to be observed as such in the 
behavior of people. Rather, it is an intangible 
quality. It is a deduction, an inference, from 
many instances of behavior which are analyzed 
and compared with respect to a special kind of 
purpose or of consequence. The average child 
can learn to recognize the word 'charity' in 
reading and in conversation at age seven or 
eight; but he will not have much of a concepf 
of 'charity' for another four or five years. 
It takes time to build concepts, time filled with varying 
~ounts and types of experiences. Concepts are so complex that 
we might think of them as having dimensions, moving along variou$, 
! 
lines of change. As these concepts undergo changes, they reveal' 
,changes in other dimensions as well. Changes occur in their 
implications, ramifications, transferability and figurativeness. 
Thus the learner establishes relationships which extend the use 
of his concepts into new relationships. The adequacy of a con-
cept may be judged in the light of the needs and purposes of the ,. 
learner at the time. 
Since it takes varying amounts and types of experiences 
to form, ramify and widen the concepts a child unceasingly builds' 
~t should follow that the experiences in which he actively or 
~icariously participates should have a pronounced effect upon 
those concepts. The child who spends an average of two and one-
~lf to four hours of every day watching television is certain to 
~e affected by what he sees. 
iwilliam A. Brownell and Gordon Hendrickson. 
op. cit., PP• 106, 107. 
12 
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Cassirer pointed up the phenomenal increase of 
television sets throughout the world in his study of the uses of 
television. 
The speed with which television is spreading 
throughout the world is one of the technological 
phenomena of our time. In 10 years the number 
of countries with television services has in-
creased from 5 to 50, and now every month brings 
news of further developments. The impact of 
television has spread even more rapidly; the 
number of television receivers increased during1 the last decade tram 4.5 million to 85 million. 
The television era has been greeted with mixed feelings. 
Those who have diligently studied its growth and attempt to pre-
dict its outcomes conflict in their views. Many of the ills of 
our society have been blamed on the overuse of television, claiming 
that leisure hours which were once spent in constructive hobbies 
or outside activities are being replaced by a passive acceptance 
of canned entertainment. Charles Siepmann, in writing on the 
crisis in our schools was concerned about the impact of television. 
United 
.1960)' 
" 
Everyone is aware that, with television's advent, 
a new force is at work in the world. In ten short years 
it has already profoundly affected our way of life, 
making deep roads into leisure, shaping tastes, 
affecting outlook and modifying social relations, 
both in and.outside the family. That it is 
educational in the broad sense in which anything 
is educational that offers new experience and 
discloses new horizons no one can doubt. For 
tens of millions today it has the lure of magic, 
the ring of authority, and the high power of 
popular prestige. For better, for worse, it is 
here to stay, a colossus in our midst, a formidable 
figure to be reckoned with. 
1Henry R. Cassirer. 
Nations Educational, 
Preface. 
Teach~ Television Today. (Paris: 
Sclent:tio and Cultural Organization, 
13 
" 
But like other gifts of modern science, it 
has no will of its own, and in that sense is powerless 
to affect us. The outcome of its use will 
depend on the interaction of human forces, 
on the men at the television controls, on the 
viewing public, on the critics, on the 
Federal Communications Commission and on the 
Congress. 
We owe its rapid development to commercial 
enterprise which, in television's infant 
years, showed courage and undertook grave 
financial risks in fostering, even forcing 
its growth. 
Whether we think of television as a nee-
Marxist opiate of the masses, or as a form-
ative influence of high cultural significance, 
any one .of us is likely to concede tha \the 
public could have got along without it. 
Television Viewing.-Since the incipience of television into the 
home extensive research has been carried on to determine the 
types of programs being offered to children, the types of pro-
grams they prefer, the number of hours spent before a television 
set, and its effects upon them. 
A study was made of programs offered on the two TV stations 
.in Boston in 1955. Records were kept of the exact amount and 
kind of advertising. The authors found that drama-type programs 
contained 80 percent of the violence shown on Boston programs. 
There were more than 3.4 acts of violence per hour. The study 
also showed that children are exposed to more advertising than 
any other classification of viewers.2 
lcharles A. Siepmann. TV and Our School Crisis 
(New York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1958), PP• 1, 2. 
2Richard w. Briana, et al, •content Analysis of Children's 
Programs on Boston's Television Stations" (unpublished Master's 
~esis, Boston University, 1955), PP• 57-117. 
- (t 
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Witty stated that in 1951 ehildren 1s programs in the 
New York City area eontained only about 12 pereent of the number 
of hours of viewing. Almost half of these ehildren's programs 
were westerns, thrillers or animated cartoons. During the entire 
week only three hours of the programming eould be identified as 
informative or instruetional. 
In 1958 studies were made in the Evanston Publie Schools 
and in the Skokie, Illinois Schools of about 2,800 pupils 
distributed throughout grades 1-12. Inquiries were directed to 
their parents and teachers. High school students were found to 
devote less time than elementary pupils to viewing. The drop in 
the summer months seemed to be from 20-25 percent. This drop has 
occurred year after year.l 
Witty has also made yearly studies of the average amoant 
of viewing done by children in the elementary schools. His re-
ports show that in 1950 children devoted an average of twenty-one 
hours a week to viewing. In 1951 the figure dropped to nineteen, 
but in 1954 the average number of viewing hours rose to twenty-
four, due to the fact that more programs were made available. By 
1958 the average had been reduced to twenty hours per week, which 
would indicate that other activities were gaining preference.2 
lpaul Witty and Paul Kinsella. Children and TV 
(9th Report, Elementary English, Vol. XXLV, 1958), PP• 450-456. 
2Paul Witty, et al. Studies of Children's Interest 
(Elementary English, 196o), PP• 469=476. 
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As to the programs children chose as their favorites, 
Witty found them to be as follows: 
children's favorite programs were 
girls. 
Howdy Doody, 
Arthur Godfrey. 
the best liked 
tinued in first place until , 
went to Disneyland. Rin Tin Tin and Lassie 
also became very popular.---Changes took place 
rapidly and in 1958 the following favorites 
appeared: Zorro, Disneyland, Bdis Bunny, 
Shook Theatre and Mickey Mouse ub. 
By far the most popular program for elementary 
school pupils (grades 1-6) in 1959 was a new 
presentation 77 Sunset Strip. Another new 
program Huckleberry Hound was second on the 
list of favorites and Maverick appeared in 
third place. 
Butterfield's survey of 529 fourth grade pupils in 
Lowell, Massachusetts Showed that the children viewed television 
on an average of more than thirty-two hours a week. The children 
reported that fifty-seven percent of their mothers aided in se-
lecting programs as compared to forty-four percent of the fathers. 
Only two percent of the teachers were reported to guide program 
viewing. One hundred thirty-three of these fourth grade children 
reported viewing evening programs as late as eleven o'clock, 
which would indicate lack of parental restriotions.2 
In Feeney's study of 610 sixth graders in Medford, Mass-
aohusetts the children reported spending an average of two hours 
and fourteen minutes daily viewing television. Children who did 
•: 
!witty. loo. cit. P• 473. 
2Marjorie Butterfield, Program Preferences in Televiewing 
of Grade 4 Pu ils in Lowell Massachusetts (Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, Boston Univers ty, 195 PP• 25-59. 
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not view television engaged in more varied reading activities. 
Constant viewers engaged 1n activities closely allied to tele-
vision, which might suggest a possible carry over from TV to 
reading.1 
In the University of North Carolina study on knowledge o~ 
•current events Tarbet states that the results here showed that 
the TV group was better informed than the non TV group, although 
he has found other studies which seem to show that television 
has not affected the achievement of school children. 
Another survey was made at the University of North 
Carolina to determine the viewing habits of approximately 260 
sixth grade children from different sectional and socio-economic 
groups. Twenty-two questions were asked by reading the question$ 
orally to the groups. Then the choice of responses were checked • 
on paper by the children. Names were omitted so that the children 
~auld answer more freely. The average viewing time was three 
hours a day, but these children seemed to watch less on Sundays 
:than on some of the other days of the week. 
Of the students tested fifty-nine per cent were not 
allowed to watch after 10:00 P.M. on week-day nights. Tarbet 
feels that the question might be raised as to the effect on 
sleeping hours of the other forty-one per cent. A majority of 
,, 
,, 
,, 
Manning w. Hamilton and John A. Stefani~; 
shed Mas er s 
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sixty-six percent said they were not allowed to watch television 
any time they wished indicating that more than half of the 
parents realized the necessity for restricting viewing hours. 
As to the effect of television on homework, sixty-seven 
percent of the children said they did their homework before 
watching TV, so here again parental restrictions are evident. 
Fifty-four percent stated that they spent as much time out of 
doors as they did before they started televiewing, but fifty-one 
percent reported one hour or less out of doors each day. 
Tarbet feels that an average of twenty hours a week of 
televiewing is not detrimental to pleasure reading or to aca-
demic grades. He is assured that with proper training harmful 
effects of television can be overcome.l 
McCullough regards television as an integrator of vi-
carious experiences. In a study of 391 children in the fifth 
grades of the oakland, California schools the children kept five 
day logs of all their activities from rising to going to bed at 
night. There were three classes of children in the study; those 
from the waterfront representing racial minority and low cost 
housing groups; those from the hill schools representing upper 
middle-class prosperity; and those from the central schools, which 
were between the two extremes, both intellectually and fi· 
nancially. 
In the findings of the study the fact that 348 children 
!Donald G. Tarbet. 
(The Clearing House, 1956), 
The Televiewing Habits of Pupils. 
PP• 485-4a7. 
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me.ntioned watching television 2,035 times during the five-day 
period of log keeping would suggest nGenuine Addiction.n The 
fact that the survey cut across social status lines seemed to 
have no effect on the results. The number of Children reporting 
prolonged hours of viewing television were tabled as: 
Waterfront Schools Girls 84% Boys 89% 
Hill Schools Girls 88% Boys 89% 
Central Schools Girls loo% Boys 85% 
It is an interesting fact to note that whereas only twenty-five 
percent of the waterfront children listed reading as an out-of-
school activity forty-eight percent of the hill school children 
listed reading, while only twenty-six percent of the central 
school children listed ito This would suggest the influence of 
home environment.1 
McCullough regards the watching of television by these 
children as an advantage if the children are properly guided. 
Many children are probably paying more 
attention to the television programs than 
they are to the teacher. But these programs 
are an important learning aid for children 
in homes where a foreign language (or a 
form of English as unrecognizable as a 
foreign language) is ~poken and for children 
whose lives are cramped by poor living con-
di tiona.. Television can be the common back-
ground which children bring to the classroom. 
Children can be encouraged to watch programs 
which will lead to constructive thought and 
action in the classroom. Methods of pro-
cedure on television, such as panel discussions, 
can easily be used in the classroom to facilitate 
and motivate learni~.2 
·-·- --·--·-·-
·--·' 
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That television is beneficial as an aid to building 
vocabulary is evident in studies conducted by informal inter-
views children were tested on meanings of words, concepts absorbed 
tram programs watched, and comprehension or content. In a study 
ot thirty second graders in a New England town fifty-two concepts 
were selected tram programs watched by the children. When tested 
some or the Children comprehended all but three of the concepts. 
While some or the children could not give acceptable definitions 
or words when removed from context, in group discussions they did 
show that they had 
words beyond their 
a correct idea 
l grade level. 
ot the general meanings of 
In Part I or a similar survey of second grade children 
by means or personal interviews, Handley asked the children to 
relate in their own words what a particular commercial meant. 
Seventy-three concepts were expressed. The interpretation or the 
vocabulary ot the commercial showed that children understood the 
words in that particular situation. The vocabulary used showed 
that children had acquired sixty-tour words beyond second grade 
level. 
In Part II ot the survey, Currie questioned informally 
twenty-five children in an elementary school in Atlanta, Georgia, 
as to their preferences for television programs. The author con-
cluded that children do have special preferences tor television 
lldary H. Ennis. 11The Intluenee of Television on Vocab-
ulary, Concepts, and Comprehension of Thirty Children in the 
Second Grade." \Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1966), PP• 2-32. 
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programs at first grade level. The three most popular programs 
were consistently adventure, western, and puppet shows. It was 
felt that through interpreting and dramatizing the programs they 
had seen, the children gained in ideas of sequence of a story and 
improved their oral expression.l 
McPherson surveyed 793 fourth grade children in ~uincy, 
~assachusetts. The study had a threefold purpose; to determine 
the amount of time spent viewing TV each week, to determine the 
aix fa verite programs, and to evaluate the concepts being pre-
a en ted through the programs. 
The children made 169 choices in all.---
The average time spent weekly by the entire 
group was 18.1 hours. In surveying the 
questionnaires it was obvious that peak 
viewing occured during the week end.---2 
Repeated viewing of the programs selected led to certain 
~onclusions concerning the four areas of social problems selected. 
The home life presented through televisbn is highly idealized. 
Family relationships are also highly idealized, since eash person 
is assured of his place in the family group and all have equal 
$tatus. Moral issues are over-simplified for good is good and 
~vil is evil by intent. The hero is justified in taking the law 
lAnna B. Handley. 6 The Influence of Television on Vo-
eabulary, Concepts and Preferences of Children in Grades One and 
Two." Part I, PP• 1-25. 
. Jamesena Currie. "A Study of Twenty-five First Grade 
Children's Preferences for Television Programs." Part II, {Un-
published Master's Thesis, 1954) PP• 41-103. 
.. 2.Mary I. MacPherson. 0 An Analysis of Certain Social 
Values Presented to Children Through the Medium of Television." 
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1958), pp.76-77. 
il 
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into his own bands and resolving the conf'lict by any means he 
sees fite The end result uust1t1es the means. McPherson feels 
the television is doing a service in correcting misconceptions 
concerning groups unlike their own. Since children watch adult 
programs parents should be more discriminating in what they allow 
their children to see.l 
It has been repeatedly proven that young children are in• 
terested in the action on television. whether it be in drama or 
in comedy situations. They watch mature programs, but this is 
undoubtedly because there is no better f'are offered to them. 
Children at high school level also find drama and comedy type 
programs most interesting to watch• but these children spend 
fewer hours in front of' the screen because they have more out-
side interests. In the early years of' television, research showed 
a higher rate of' viewing than in recent years. When Butler sur-
veyed the programs viewed by 137 high school students in Bourne 
and Yarmouth• Massachusetts. he found that the pupils watched 
almost any program presented on television. There was an ex• 
oeptional amount of' viewing reported tram eleven to twelve P.M., 
which indicated a lack of control over program viewing.2 
A similar survey of 417 high school students was made by 
~ary I. MacPherson. ~. PP• 76-80. 
2william F. Butler. •Ana~ysis of ths Types of Television 
Programs.• Reported by Senior High School Students. (Unpublished 
Service Paper. Boston University. 1951), PP• 6-39. 
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Rosenberg in Somerville to determine the amount of viewing and 
types of programs watched. The average daily viewing was two and 
one-half hours. The girls chose comedy-variety shows and drama 
as their favorites, while the boys selected sports, mystery and 
crime. These children felt that television was an asset to ed-
ucation, but the question might be raised as to what type of 
education.1 
More recent surveys indicate that viewing hours have 
dropped among high school students. In a 1957 survey the students 
watched television not more than fifteen hours a week. About halt 
of these children believed that television aided them in social 
studies work in school. On a test given, those who had not 
watched television at all scored higher than those who had.2 
Use of Educational Television.• These studies would seem to 
point out that home environment and social relationships play a 
vital part in the child's process of education and socialization. 
By the same token, the teacher in the classroom has a vital role 
to play in the use of educational TV. The child looks to his 
elders for guidance and if inspiration is given him he will profit 
lpaul F. Rosenberg. 11A Survey of the Television Viewing 
Ha.bits of Students in Somerville High School." (Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1952), PP• 22-64. 
2Bradford Michelini. 11 The Relationship Between outside 
of School TV viewing and Understanding of Social Studies Among 
Secondary School Students in Public Schools." (Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1957), PP• 18•58. 
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by good programs, whether it be 1n the classroom or elsewhere. 
Children will be reluctant viewers unless they feel that the 
programs they are asked to watch are also found desirable by 
parents and teachers. A study made in the Boston area of 314 
fifth graders to measure changes in leisure-time activities, tele-
vision viewing and expressed interest in science activities as a 
function of their studying natural science by television showed 
little carry over of the educational television teaching. On the 
check list of leisure time activities~ watching television still 
held first place with the favorite programs being cartoons, 
westerns and comedy or variety shows.l 
A happier result of use of educational programs in the 
classroom is reported in a study of elementary school children 
in the Boston area, grades two through six. In the music pro-
grams offered to second graders, seventy-two percent of the 
children were able to retain the songs and sing them at home 
later. In grade three literature ninety-two percent of the 
children found the program interesting. In grade four social 
studies eighty-five percent of the children said they paid at-
tention to the program because they liked it. In grade six 
seience ninety-six percent of the children reported that they 
paid attention to the program because they found it interesting. 
!Margaret H. Menzigian and Ellen Marion Shepherd. "A 
Study of Leisure Time Activities, Television Viewing Habits and 
the Expressed Interests of a Selected Population of Fifth Grade 
Children: In connection with Their Studying of Natural Science 
by Television.• (Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1960), PP• l-63o 
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Science experiments were repeated at home by seventy-three per• 
cent of the sixth graders viewing the program 1n school. 1 
Problems in Programming.- The study just mentioned bears out 
Garry's conviction that present programs on TV fail to assault 
the child's curiosity in science. He feels that if educational 
stations, with limited funds and personnel can produce in-
teresting programs, professional broadcasters on a nationwide 
hookup should go much farther. 2 
In her study of the importance of items of content and 
practice in radio and television training programs, Howe felt 
that more education and training should be stressed for those 
who participate 1n programming. The author stated that radio 
training as a major in college curricula has been recognized 
only within the last twenty years, and the advent of television 
has created an additional problem.3 
The point might be made here that these people need 
training in morality and responsibility for concern of the social 
welfare of others as well as in production and content of the 
programs they produce. 
1 Barbara Davison, et al. "The Construction and Adminis-
tration of a Questionnaire on Children's Reactions to Educational 
Television." (Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1959) 1 PP• 1-89. 
2Ralph Garry, et al. Television for Children. (Journal 
of Education, Vol. CXL, No. I, 1957), pp 7-39. 
3F. Virginia Howe. "Determination cf the Relative 
Importance of Items of Content and Practice in Radio and Tele-
vision Training Programs." (Unpublished Doctor's Thesis, Boston 
~ University, 1958), PP• 2-26 and 204-208. 
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David Dreiman feels that educational television will 
gain in its use and effectiveness only if certain standards are 
maintained. 
Ultimately, of course, television will make its con-
tribution to education only to the degree that 
it provides what good teachers have always 
provided - excitement, eagerness, the zest 
for learning. Today there is evidence enough 
to indicate that educational TV is well on 
its way to this objective.l 
If what Mr. Dreiman says is true, then with more careful 
preparation and consideration of children's interests and tastes, 
outside-school viewing could be made exciting and informational 
as well. The effects of television viewing are often so in-
tangible and obscure that the task of assessing them is ex-
tremely difficult, and to a degree impossible. Writers for the 
National Education Association state that the voluntary exposure 
of TV to the child may be more lasting than enforced classroom 
attendance. The authors feel that children do show a large range 
and extent of information from their viewing. Many programs de-
velop new interests, a variety of activities, an acquaintance 
with modes of life and phenomena quite outside the child's first 
hand experience. However, the authors express a concern for 
the effect of constant violence upon impressionable minds. 
Children react quite differently to incidents of violence than 
1David B. Dreiman. TV Comes to the Classroom (New York: 
The Parents• Institute, Inc., 1958), P• 55. 
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do adults. There might be a question as to the effects of con-
stant exposure to violence and death upon children. 
We are not pleased that 1n the main they see 
American life as crossly materialistic; that 
the principal goals of living are represented 
by more and better appliances, bigger and more 
impressive automobiles, imposing and more com-
fortable homes. We fear that they may conclude 
that conflicts are dissolved by violence, that 
problems are solved by outsmarting the opponents 
and that "lfving it up" is the hallmark of 
success.---
The authors go on to express their concern that the more 
youth see of stereotyped manners, dress, behavior, speech and 
love-making, the more conformity may result in an already con-
formity minded culture.2 
This attitude is not upheld by all of those who are 
dealing with the problem of the effects of television. Shayon 
states that what television can do to the ehild depends upon his 
personality, home, and environmental background. Children natu-
rally want to be happy and if given a choice will not watch 
morbid programs for any length of time. It is suggested in 
Shayon's book that sponsors keep the volume and quality of ed-
ucational broadcasts slightly above what the audience wants.3 
1And TV Tool (Department of Classroom Teachers, Depart• 
ment of Audio-Visual Instruction, Washington, D.Ca National 
Education Association, 1961), P• 11. 
2Loc. Cit., PP• 10, 11. 
~obert Lewis Shayon. Television and Our Children (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1956), PP• 28M5o. 
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The problem of getting the sponsors to agree to pro-
ducing higher quality shows is a large one for on the few pro-
grams of excellence which have been presented to the public, 
ratings have been so low that sponsors felt that they could not 
afford too many programs of this type. Public pressure, in large 
enough doses, would help the sponsor to decide to attempt more 
programs of higher cultural value. 
In his book which covers research done on television 
between the years 1948 to 1955, Leo Bogart says that there is 
actually very little research to support the view that tele-
vision is either beneficial or harmful. 
In most discussions of TV's effects, two 
separate problems are interwoven or con-
fused. First, there is the question of 
whether television actually incites children 
to commit acts of violence, through its 
illustrations of the techniques of crime. 
The second question goes father than the 
first and concerns the overall effect of television 
on the everyday values, beliefs and be• 
ha vi or of children 1n the mass. 
It is relatively easy to make an independent 
assessment of the first and more dramatic 
charge, that television is actually a "School 
for Crime." Few persons would dispute the 
point that a child who is already seriously 
disturbed may be stimulated by television to 
turn his aggressive impulses in a particular 
direction - - - to form an anti-social act. 
The isolated criminal episode which can be 
directly linked to a specific television 
performance is certainly no basis from which 
to generalize.- - -
If television cannot really be blamed for 
turning children into criminals or neurotics, 
this does not imply that it is a wholly healthful 
influence on the growing child. A much more 
serious charge is that television in the worst 
aspects of its content, helps to perpetuate 
28 
moral, cultural and social values which are 
not in accord with the1highest ideals of an enlightened democracy. 
It is a fact that children learn from all that they see 
and much of what they see on television must be labeled as un• 
desirable. Just who is to assume responsibility for what they 
see is still debatable. In writing for TV Guide Edward Walsh 
stated that a major part of the responsibility rests with the 
home. He states quite logically that the viewing habits of 
parents set the pattern for their children, at least up to the 
age of ten. 
There is a triangle of responsibility in the 
mass media; (l) government represented by 
regulatory agencies; (2) the media themselves 
and (3) the public. Each of these has ob-
ligations set down by law, by self imposed 
codes, by what has been broadly termed social 
responsibility, and by our own mores. 
But there is a more traditional triangle of 
responsibility, going to the very core of 
our society; the church, the school and the 
home. These have been for ages, long before 
mass communication was dreamed of, the great 
character making institutions of humanity. 
Each has responsibilities as grea~ or greater 
than the government or the media. 
Walsh goes on to say that television content is a 
symptom of our social problems more than a cause of them. In 
1Leo Bogart. The Age of Television (New York: 
Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., l9S6), PP• 273, 274. 
2Edward Walsh. Sca~egoat for Our Social Ills (Philadelphia, Pa.: TV Gu! e, Vo1. IX, No. 43, 1961), P• 6. 
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clashes and tensions of wealth, business, power, religion 
race America sees itself reflected in television, which 
society cannot condemn without condemning itself.1 
It may be true that responsibility for the programs 
!viewed should rest with the home, but if left entirely to home :: 
!influence, the situation would no doubt be worse than it is, 
I 
!for the general public is notoriously apathetic. That would 
! 
jseem to leave the responsibility with the broadcasters and 
! 
I !r sponsors, who can be persuaded to change their ways, if enough 
!! 
,[pressure is brought to bear upon them. Seldes says that when 
I 
rthe sponsors think they are "giving the public what it wants• 
I ! they are dealing in pernicious nonsense, since the public is 
·1 
I 
'unable to determine how much better it might be served. 
·I 
! 
Testimony before a Congressional committee 
brought out the fact that no part of network 
research goes into finding out what effect 
programs actually have on people--outside of 
the effect on sales.2 
Broadcasters would no doubt enter this field with re-
[luctance for they would in a sense be working against the very 
:I 
'I programs they are producing. It is the sponsor, nonetheless, 
J who benefits from the products that the public buys, so it is 
,, 
·1 his 
I 
interest to keep a healthy public. 
to 
~1----------------
i 1wa1sh, Ibid, PP• 6, 7. 
'i 
2seldes, op. cit., P• 208. 
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f", olutions.- From the foregoing it may be inferred that children !: 
iew television to a great enough extent that they must be in-
luenced by it. To what extent it changes their ideas, concepts~i 
is questionable. Improvement is needed in a goodly 
ortion of the television fare offered to children at present, 
fi 
or children watch almost all programs presented on the air, and li 
' hey learn from all that they see. There are many wise and ex- 1: i: 
erienced people in the television field whose voices might well !; 
i: 
e heard as to the means of improving present television program~~· 
:I 
Garry feels that children's interests must be considered. 
Few of the present programs assault the child's 
curiosity in news, travel, religion or science.---
At the most, these provide but one-fifth of his 
available television fare.---Largely depending 
upon pragmatic observation, television program 
managers are capturing the yo~ audience with 
programs in1which "aggression" is the central ingredient. 
p 
I 
,. 
Aggression filled programs fail to make use of the child 1i~ 
I )I: 
nnate creative instincts. Garry feels that television has a d i! 
i 
reat potential in that it might utilize programs Which would 1 
\ 
1: 
ncourage the child to send for his own materials, rather than ! 
end for them already prepared. The viewer might be asked to 
end in his solutions to puzzles, or give new twists to old 
obbies. Stories of history could be produced which would widen 
he childs outlook to his neighborhood, his country and the 
orld. 2 
Ralph Garry, et al. op. cit., P• 8. 
2Ralph Garry, loc. cit., PP• 7-39. 
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The Office of Public Affairs in television advocates 
i ! that new television programs be presented to children which hav~ 
the stamp of adult approval~ since they are going to watch adult 
'programs anyway. At their beat~ programs might seek active 
• participation of home viewers~ rather than have them be passive 
spectators. 
Successful programs which have been televised in other 
, parts of the country include Telaventure Tales~ a program beame~ 
' to 8-13 year olds in Seattle~ Washington. A story lady and 
. children known as Book Explorers discuss books of various fieldS! 
i such as science fiction~ or humor. 
' 
Operation ~ is produced in Kalamazoo, Michigan in 
! cooperation with the Kalamazoo County Humane Shelter officials. 
:Adults and children meet eight adult dogs~ and eight puppies 
ion this popular halt-hour program. Their characteristics~ habiUB, 
and environments are presented in an interesting way.l 
These are but a few suggestions as to what might be done: 
to improve television fare offered to young viewers in America 
itoday. It is debatable as to who should assume responsibility 
i for improved programs • It was noted in some of the studies tha.t 
'children were asked to what extent teachers had influenced their 
!televiewing. That influence was found to be negligible. Those 
\teachers who feel that they are already overburdened in the 
~~-----:;1-I_n_t_e_r_a_c_t_i_o_n_,_T_e_l_e_v_i_s_i_o_n_P_u_b_l_i_c_A_f_f_a_i_r_a_P_r_o_g_r_amm _ i_ng __ __..., 
iiAt the Community Level (New York: Television Information Office. 
·,11960), PP• 73-76. 
;I 
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quantity of subject material 1 might thoughtfully reassess their 
goals in educating children1 for ours is a society wherein honest~ 
~d morality seem to pay fewer and fewer dividends. Recent in-
vestigations have shown this to be true within the networks them ... 
:selves. 
' 
Due to public pressure groups and the persuasion of the 
Federal Communications Commission broadcasters are giving more 
thought to the type of programs they are presenting 1 and real 
effort has been made 1n some areas for improvement. If the 
~uality of the programs is slowly but steadily raised the intere~ts 
of the public might be aroused and lives of the viewing public be 
made more complete. 
Television has vast potential as an influence for good 
in the entertainment and education of children. There are in-
dications that progress has been made in improving the fare 
9ffered to young viewers. If each citizen who cares about the 
future of our country would exert his influence among friends 1 
~ocal television stations and large networks further progress 
might be assured. One strong 1 sure voice can be heard a long way. 
ii 
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CHAPTER III 
Social Values Presented on Television 
It is generally agreed by those who have watched its 
growth that television has great potential as a transmitter or 
'.social values • In a rapidly changing world, where large corpo-
rations make mobility a necessity ror countless ramilies, where 
technological advances in science cause rapid cultural changes, 
:our social values become increasingly important. In the com-
plexity or relationships between individuals and society it is 
~ifficult to derine the meaning or social values, ror they are 
~ften synonymous with social ideals, and each person has his own 
~nterpretation of what soci~l values ought to be, due to his 
eultural-economic background. 
Social values change, orten imperceptibly, with cultural 
~hanges. These in turn, are influenced by (1) environmental 
~hanges, either natural or man-made, (2) changes in population, 
.3) changes in socio-cultural relationships, (4) leadership, and 
,5) wars. Through all of these shirtings and mutations in values 
.an strives continuously to better his lot and to achieve harmony 
' 
' tith his rellow man. 
\i 
- ' -- --__ ,._ 
To attain these goals Frank reels that there 
,..::;;-,-
are three obstacles to overcame. First, man must overcame his 
geographical environment in order that he may gain the ne-
cessities of life. Secondly, he must develop some kind of 
patterned group living or social behavior so that he may live 
peaceably with his fellow man. Thirdly, he must regulate his 
impulsive behavior and channel his emotions into orderly, 
patterned and purposeful conduct, so that he may successfully 
participate in group living.1 
In a highly developed society such as ours, man need no 
longer be primarily concerned with means of subsistence but finds 
·his chief concern that of living peaceably with his fellow man 
and regulating his behavior accordingly. That this may be 
accomplished in the best interests of all concerned, certain 
rules and regulations have been set up which must be adhered to, 
·or punishment results • This may take the form of societal os tra-
bism or more stringent punitive measures. 
The child is born into a culture which clearly defines 
his social values for him to guide him in the process of growing 
np. Whatever those values will be depend to a large degree upon 
the predominance of symbols in his lif'e. Whether he lives in 
the Pueblo Indian culture or the society of the Kwakiutls, 
•:vmbols of' speech, dress, behavior and attitudes will contribute 
to his sense of values. As he grows and learns acceptable be-
ll.utgers 
1Lawrence K. Frank. Nature and Human Na.ture ( New Jersey, 
University Press, 1951) Po 79. 
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havior in socializing with his constituents these values became 
''social values. 
There are countless influences which affect social 
,thought and social ideals. Where in early societies values re-
~ained fairly constant and behavior was patterned according to 
local customs, today 1 s methods of communication and transportation 
,~ffect vast numbers of peoples in diverse areas of the world. 
The press, radio and most recently, television, afford limitless 
ill!eans of influence. 
Every program that the child watches, from the television 
commercial to the slapstick commercial, conveys certain values .. 
Many times these values are so interwoven in the plot or obscured 
by action, that they are difficult to determine. At other times 
the values are so obvious, and so obviously undesirable that the 
adult would cast the program aside. To the child however, the 
program which has a plot that is clear cut and easily defined is 
•atisfying, for it is within his realm of understanding. It 
aatters not to him that the hero uses devious devices to make 
dustice prevail. His sympathy is entirely with the hero, and 
whatever he does must be right. If nothing in the child's 
previous or subsequent training contradicts the actions he sees 
on television, they will be accepted as morally correct. 
~hildren emulate those they admire and the heroes on the screen 
$re not always ethical. 
: In the present television programs presented on most ) 
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~hannels to the public during peak viewing hours, aggression plays 
"" ; . 
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The child who watches the western hero shoot down. 
he villain with little emotion, and no question whatever as to 
hether he is doing the right thing, would certainly not attempt, 
f~o shoot those who oppose hie ideas of right. At the time the 
!I 
lfhild is concerned primarily with the activity which ensues, but , 
lrt a later time it might be quite possible that he would feel 
!! 
~~hat devious and insidious means to achieve his own ends would 
~e perfectly justifiable. 
li II The comedy situation wherein the aggressor spontaneously , 
~ocks out his hapless victim with a two-by-four will not cause 
j he child to repeat the procedure, but when surfeited with this 
I ype of humor, the naturally selfish child, who must learn 
I 
f ompassion, tolerance and understanding, might develop a more 
1~allous attitude toward others less fortunate than he. 
I 
•1 Family situations where each member has equal statue and • 
I 
s accepted, loved, understood and appreciated by other members , 
f the family are entertaining to watch and a balm to the lonely. 
eart, but a child might conclude that all well ordered homes ar~ 
o organized. Assuming this, the sensitive child might turn to 
hose with whom he is closely related to solve his own difficult' 
roblems, feeling that the skies over his home should be as 
loudless as those over the home of the television family. By 
mulating the child actor on television the child viewer might 
onclude that it is nearly always best to confor.m to the ideas 
f others wherever possible, for the child actor is the epi tomy !,, 
,, 
I· ,. 
f conformity, and conformity is the enemy of critical thinking i· 
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and independence, values which are considered by some to be a 
pecessity in a healthy society. 
A critical look at almost any phase of television pro-
gramming should make one aware of the importance producers place 
on material values. Material values must be stressed if a 
:sponsor is to gain sales by advertising his product, and it is 
not soon likely that businesses will agree that better use could 
be made of broadcasting time than to advertise. Again perhaps 
'those responsible for programming should not be blamed for the 
lstress given to material values in the programs themselves, for 
;these values are so pervasive throughout the American culture 
that it would be difficult, but not impossible, to project pro-
grams which would stress material values less, and place more 
emphasis on the values idealized by Americans. 
While there is no scientific proof to back the theory, it 
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is believed that children gain many of their values through watching 
•nd sharing vicariously the experiences of the story heroes they 
see on television. When certain children were asked why they 
1iked a particular child actor in a family-type program, one of 
the reasons thet they gave for liking him was that he teaches you 
~ow to "butter-up" your father to get what you want. It might be 
more worthwhile if the child actor could teach how to be self-
~eliant, and to give less regard to perpetrating self-interests. 
The following pages of the study give an analysis of each 
~f the five categories of social values as they are dealt with 
~hrough program content. 
Home Life 
Home life as portrayed by personable television actors 
is an ideal situation. The attractive home is of the middle or 
upper middle class, situated in a desirable suburban community, 
which makes it the American dream of what a home should be. Its 
fUrnishings are always in good taste, and although not elaborate 
'they are portrayed in such a way as to make any other type of 
,home or surroundings unthinkable • There is always a place for 
'everything and everything in its place. Meals are attractive 
and prepared on time. Life is usually casual but very orderly. 
,problems arise in the television home but there is always a 
ready solution for theme Each member of the family accepts 
''Willingly his burden of responsibility and there is a deep 
' 
,feeling of compassion, sympat~ and understanding among all of 
the family members. 
The television father and mother, as well as their 
children, are always white in color. Both parents are stable, 
,democratic and virtuous. They administer any necessary punish-
iment in such a way that no one might question its validity. The 
wayward miscreant is al.waya made to feel so ashamed of his wrong 
'doings that he will never offend again. Chastisement, which is 
:nearly always justly deserved, may be meted out by either parent, 
:ibut it is usually the father who makes the ultimate deaicision 
,, 
:,if the problem is of a truly serious nature, but Mother is nearlif 
i; 
'ialways in the background to ascertain that justice prevails. It 
!j 
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is perhaps for this reason that the child will usually turn to 
the mother first for help, but this situation is not inordinately 
true. 
Father, always a businesa man, or member of some other 
undisclosed profession in which life always runs smoothly with 
no financial hardships, is usually Just getting ready to go to 
work or Just coming home from the same. He always bas a ready 
ear for problems or an interest in any family enterprise because 
he wants to be a pal to his children. Fa.ther is sometimes made 
to look a bit ridiculous even bungling at times, because he mis• 
understands the problems of the children and Mother usually sets 
things right, but it is done in such good humor that family ties 
are strengthened thereby. 
The television children are of the type with which the 
viewing ten to twelve year old is easily able to identify him• 
.self. These children are brave beyond belief, and have the high-
est moral standards. They are always friendly, helpful, thought-
ful, considerate and kind. They are willing to sacrifice if 
necessary so that others may find happiness. Being children, 
they are bound to get into difficulties, but when this occurs 
they will always find help forthcoming from their parents, even 
though a price must be paid for their sins. The children accept 
this punishment without too much protest for they know it is 
,justly deserved. The children are taught to be frugal although 
,they seldom sa.erifice any material needs or desires which arise. 
f" It is expected that children will have interests of their own, 
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so it is seldom that the family plans any group projects. 
There is a divergence of plot offered to the viewing 
public• depending on the type of program, age and personality 
of the actors who portray the characters in each situation, but 
generally the pattern is about the same, with the aim of the 
sponsor to attract the largest audience and offend the fewest 
viewers possible. Perhaps home life as portrayed on television 
is an ideal that the child might aspire to attain. It would 
depend to a large degree upon the child. 
Television programs watched by the children present 
certain social concepts regarding home life. The following list 
was selected for use in the questionnaire. 
l. Mothers-in-law and wives seldom work to-
gether for the good of the husband. 
2. Fathers don't usually like their wife's 
mother very much. 
3. Fathers and mothers seldom need to punish 
you for wrongdoing. Talking to you will 
solve problema better. 
4. Mothers are more sympathetic than fathers. 
They will feel sorry for you when fathers 
will not. 
5o Parents can get you out of any difficulties. 
6. An older brother usually knows better than a 
younger brother. 
7. Children should be courteous to their 
parents• guests. 
So When parents are wrong it is up to you to 
forgive them. 
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9. Fathers and mothers spend little time 
playing with their children. Children 
are supposed to have hobbies of their 
awn. 
10. Mothers are easier to talk to than 
fathers. 
11. Each person does his share or the 
work in a happy home. 
12. Most parents feel that their children 
are a nuisance during vacation. 
l3o Fathers want to be pals with their 
children. 
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Social Relationships 
To the viewing nine to twelve year old situations are 
'often contusing. Through his lack of experience it is difficult 
,for the child to understand reasons for certain social behaviors. 
;As he watches and learns through television actors, the child 
tries to fuse his need for behavior which will help him to be 
,accepted by society w1 th his natural aggressive impulses, which 
.tell him that his own wishes should receive priority. 
The child's first experiences in socializing occur in 
his relationships with his family, and these ties remain strong. 
Recognizing this, the networks provide ample programs 
!;consisting of relationships among family members as the viewers 
I 
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,'would like to see them. These "family" type programs will 
':'attract viewers of a wide age range, for the recipient is always 
,:interested 1n character portrayals with which he can identify 
:himself • Relationships 1n the family are clear cut, and well 
defined. Each Character remains true to form without ever 
'changing. 
The child in the television family is able to see his 
parents as firm, stalwart Characters, whose reactions to his 
<p.eeds, good or bad, will remain essentially the same, no matter 
'what the plot of the program or setting might be. The television 
mother is usually the hub of the family wheel, around which the 
spokes revolve, with each of the other members playing their 
~espective roles so that the wheel may roll smoothly along, un-
' 
perturbed by neighborhood, state or world situations. This wheel 
stays on the high, smooth, sunny road, never even nearly ap-
proaching the shadows, cliffs or valleys of life as it is really 
1ived. 
The television father usually plays a subordinate role, 
but it is one 1n which he is a very necessary part o:r the family 
bnit. At times he attempts to show his manly authority, a ves• 
tigial trait perhaps, but he is regarded with tolerance and much 
love by the other members of the :t:amily, and they proceed to 
'pacify him by outwardly catering to his whims. 
It is difficult to portray the television child. He << 
:pannot be portrayed as a child really is, for his actions would 
~ot always be acceptable to the viewing public. Nor can he be 
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portrayed as too much of a •goody-goody" type 6 for he would 
be regarded as a "sissy" by the audience and program ratings 
would drop rapidly. Therefore he must be shown as an all round 
American child6 with a personality that adjusts readily to diffi-
cult situations 6 confo~s amicably to society's rules and regu• 
lations 6 and is an asset to his community and society because he 
.is so well adjusted. His peers, either good or bad, play a 
necessary minor role. 
In comedy situations anything may happen as far as 
;social relationships are concerned, with no serious ill effects .. 
The concern here is with amusing the public. The child recog-
nizes it as fantasy and is delighted to see same one look more 
absurd than he does, and it is said to give him an outlet for 
his aggressive feelings. 
The child learns much through the social relationships 
that he sees in the programs he watches on television. Perhaps 
this is true because he has so much to learn, in the complex 
process of growing up. 
Complex social relationships are presented both directly 
. and indirectly via television programs. The type of social 
relationship varies somewhat with the program being presented. 
The following list was selected from the programs chosen by 
the children. 
1. Rich people are always kind to the poor. 
2. Dogs are smarter than people. 
3. Fat people are 
intend to be. 
funny, but they do not 
ii 
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4. Most men will do anything to please 
a pretty girl 
5. It would get you in trouble to copy the 
things your rather did as a boy. 
6. Some children are luckier in their 
parents than others. 
7. You have to be nice to the people with 
whom you work. 
a. It is more tun to live on a farm than 
in the city. 
9. All boys collect things. preferably 
live. 
10. Women get along together better than 
men. 
ll. Men have to be babied by their wives. 
12. Men think they can fix things around 
the house but they uaually make things 
worse. 
13. It is the duty of the strong to protect 
the weak. 
14. You should like everyone. 
15. Youngsters can be pests when they are 
teenagers. 
16. Don't act stupid or people won't like 
you. 
17. Too muCh curiosity will get you into 
trouble. 
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Moral Issues 
Moral issues are simple and clear cut on television, 
and for the child this may be a good thing. For him the issue 
will not be clouded by all the CCIIIIplexities of right or wrong 
behavior which the adult must face in real life aa he socializes 
'With his fellow man. An act on TV is either right or it 1 s wrong. 
A character is either good or he's bad. If he is good he will 
,surmount all odds and win at the end. If he is bad he must ulti-
mately lose, even if he loses in the last ninety seconds of the 
program, and no amount of wile or guile can change it. Right 
must always prevail. 
Because he lacks experience, and the maturity to see 
:himself objectively, the child views life the same as do the 
writers of many of the television scripts, so in the instance 
of most of the programs being viewed, the author and the child 
are in complete accord. Black is basically black, white is 
white, and there are no shades in between. This is perhaps be-
~,cauae those responsible for the broadcast wish to set up a sit-
uation whereby the viewer can identify himself with the hero or 
heroine, and rejoice at the downfall ot the "bad guys•. 
The western hero sallies forth in righteousness to con-
,quer the cattle thief, the bank robber, the land shark, the 
,;revenge seeker or the murderer. He is the defender of the weak, 
the widows and children. He upholds the law at all costs. 
47 
The tender-hearted hobo loves children and would sacri-
tice his lite, if necessary, to protect them. The faithful 
<ranch hand will protect his employer's interests, though he may 
be tempted by multitudinous venal associates. The pioneer wife 
~ill be loyal to her husband away on a cattle drive or a scout-
,,ing party. The patient mother will show understanding and 
s;vmpathy for the delinquent child who bas behaved badly. There 
might be an exception here if the mother portrayed by the com-
mercial is to be recognized as an example of good or evil. 
When headache strikes or she is confronted by the progeny who 
pas just fallen in the mud wearing clean clothes, she is a veri-
table shrew until she takes the right pill or uses the best 
;washing detergent. Then she is once more the serene homemaker. 
In the modern family situations there are no crucial 
moral issues at stake. For the ones which do arise there is a 
,, 
'I 
::right way to resolve them and they are always handled correctly, 
,, 
iWith a minimum ot sacrifice and discomfort. Very little ag-
gression is displayed by any of these actors, tor they are al• 
ways in complete control of their emotions, and rarely does a. 
•situation arise when they might be tempted to show any other 
,[than a docile, affectionate personality. 
In same of the westerns and mystery-type programs 
,questionable methods are occasionally employed to vanquish the 
;foe, but violent actions seem to be diminishing. To keep the 
;,interest and attention of the audience the program must show 
'conflict, conflict implicates aggression, and aggression impli• 
'! 
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:;cates action, and usually for the child, the more action in the 
program the better it satisfies his hedonistic appetite. 
Moral issues are difficult to deal with on TV. They 
are, for the most part, handled subtly and discreetly. Not all 
lof the concepts presented are desirable, however, and the follow .. 
:ting list was selected from the six programs chosen by the 
,children. 
1. The law should be obeyed at all times. 
2. Your should always let your parents know 
what you have been doing, even though they 
may see things differently than you do. 
3. When parents do something foolish, it is 
up to you to help get them out of it. 
4. After you start a job you must finish it. 
5. When parents punish you for something you 
did not do you must forgive them. 
6. Children are more important to parents 
than their jobs. 
7. The best way to get the things you want 
is to get a job and earn them. 
B. The best way to get the things you want 
is to ask your parents tor them. 
9. Brave men must fight to prove it. 
10. Once you know the right thing to do, you 
must do it no matter how hard it will 
be. 
11. You must always get punished for the 
bad things you do, but parents can make 
it easier for you 
12. You have to do the right thing so you 
won't disappoint your parents. 
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13. It is fun to be older. for you can do 
many things in high school. 
14. If you do anything wrong it is sure to 
catch up with you. 
15. Children want to do the right thing so 
their parents will approve of them. 
Material Values 
The American people are criticized often for their 
'worship of material things. The lives of Americans have be-
come so enmeshed and intertwined with all the automatic gadgets 
,!and facilities that have become a necessary part of living that 
it would be impossible to envision life without them, or at 
least a good part of them. Sponsors who must sell these products 
bombard the air waves and television screens with the adver-
tieing of countless products, without which, they insinuate, life 
would be drab indeed, if not literally impossible. This atti-
tude so permeates the lives of almost every individual that it 
is unconsciously a part of almost every television program. 
The modern drama which is projected on television is 
geared to the lives of the largest number of viewers, the middle 
.or upper middle class. No obvious reference is made to material 
possessions. They are simply part of the setting. The home is 
never palatial, nor is it ever barren. The furnishings blend 
well with the total scene, always attractive and in excellent 
taste. The family car is never a Cadillac, but is is always a 
.late model make that might be found in the garage of any sub• 
urbanite. The clothing and accessories worn by the characters 
are never so extreme that they attract attention, but they are 
always suitable and in fine taste. The settings of the westerns 
' 
·obviously do not fit this category for they are of the days long 
~ ~one, and viewed in the same light as an old photograph or movie. 
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However, if one will observe closely, money and the things 
it can buy are always in the foreground, and robbery or attempted 
robbery to acquire the same is the center of many a t~e-worn 
plot which is dressed in new settings to be used, reused and 
used again. 
Children are sometimes lectured about saving money, and 
plans are sometimes made to save for a rainy day, for the princi-
ple of saving is good, but no real need is ever evidenced. Some• 
how the necessities of life, and it is bard to distinguish be-
tween the necessities and luxuries, are simply there - to make 
a pleasant life more pleasant - with little effort or concern as 
to how they are acquired. 
The material values presented on television are a re-
flection of the culture that the programs portray. The values 
selected from the chosen programs are listed below. 
1. All people should save money so that they 
will have some if they ever need it. 
2. Some kinds of candy make you feel happy. 
3. No matter how bad you feel, if you take 
the right pill you will feel better 
right away. 
4. If you use the right toothpaste your 
teeth will not decay. 
5. If your mother uses the right soap she 
won't get mad if you get your clothes 
real dirty. 
6. Children are more important to their 
parents than any amount of money. 
7. You shouldn't take money for good deeds. 
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a. Smoking is so enjoyable you should 
try it. 
9. You should be satisfied with what 
you have. 
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Prejudices against Groups, 
Nationalities, Colora, and Religions 
The issue or prejudice in the various areas or contention 
seems to be handled with increasing care and caution by all or 
the TV networks. As has been stated previously, the sponsors• 
major aim is to produce programs which will attract the largest, 
and offend the fewest number of viewers possible. This tact, 
.~lus pressure from the Federal Communications Commission, has 
<•ada use of programs such as .Amos ~ Andz, negligible or non• 
,existant. Obviously, a large number of' viewers do not care to 
:see the colored person placed in an unt'avorable light. 
On dramatic programs the Negro is rarely placed in a 
~osition equal to or above that of' the white person. When be is 
given a role in the production, it is usually a minor one. In 
this role he is usually portrayed as loyal, trustworthy, and in-
,telligent, although he may be portrayed as somewhat inferior to 
bis white associates. This would also apply to races of any 
color other than that of the caucasian. 
The role of' the Indian does not deal with the present, 
so therefore few, if any viewers will be offended if he is por• 
trayed in a bad light. Therefore he is often dealt with as the 
'Villain in the plot, but this would by no means imply that all 
'frndians were bade In fact, as time moves the controversy of 
the Indian versus the White Man farther into the past, the plight 
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of the Indian is portrayed With increasins sympathy. On to-
day's programs the white man may call the Indian "Brother," and 
really mean it. 
In the past diverse programs dealing With crime have 
used personalities of European or Oriental extraction to take 
the part of the villain in the plot, but these too, are becoming 
increasingly fewer in number. This may be due mainly to the 
power of pressure groups which object strongly to these por-
trayals, aa well as to the fact that this type of drama has 
reached the saturation point so a change of format is necessary. 
Government agents such as police and detectives are 
nearly always shown in a favorable light. The policeman, except 
,:in certain comedy shows, is a valorous public servant who is a, 
'friend to the weak, the maimed, the poor, the impotent and the 
pursued. He carries out his duties w1 th unflagging energy and 
always conquers the villain. 
On the whole, television deals tactfully and astutely 
with the problem of prejudices. It the programs of just a few 
•hort years ago might be compared With those of today a vast 
improvement would be noted in the attitudes conveyed toward 
others. Through his viewing the child should learn respect and 
'tolerance for other national! ties, groupe, colors and races. It 
would be quite correct to assume that any intolerance he possesses 
1s gained from family and/or social relationships. The problem 
,, 
11s an intricate one, and centuries of ingrained prejudices cannot 
1be erased in a matter of months, or even years. 
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From the programs selected• the following list of con-
cepts presented through television was chosen for the question• 
naire. 
1. Negroes are not educated. 
2. Most Hawaiians are not very intelligent. 
3. Indians were always ready to tight the 
white man. 
4. Negroes are not very intelligent. 
5o Criminals always make a mistake. 
6. All leaders of long ago were very brave. 
7. Lawyers will be dishonest it they have to 
so they can win for their client. 
a. Police are quick to arrest people• even before 
they are sure they are guilty. 
9. Government agents go through many dangers but 
they win 1n the end. 
10 • Indians liked and trua ted white men. 
11. Policemen sometimes make the mistake of 
catching the wrong man. 
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1. Disney's World 
The recent Disney productions are categorized into three 
main parts, all of which appeal to the child for they are filled 
With suspense, humor, drama and action. The first of these 
productions, Frontier Land, is based on historical fact and 
drama. 
·iFrontier Land.-In these programs are included stories of heroes 
of the settlement of the west. These heroes are brave, courageous 
and filled with the spirit of adventure. The settings of the 
atories are based on actual happenings which portray the hard-
'Bhips, and the pioneer spirit of those who brought law and order 
to the West, and established homes in this raw, unexplored, 
awesome country. Through their bravery, inventiveness and sacri• 
tices, the West gradually became safe for the future progeny who 
~ere to inherit the land. 
Each one of the heroes has all the masculine virtues one 
would hope to find in a leader. He is quick to befriend the 
poor, tolerant toward those who show less admirable qualities, 
kind but firm w1 th his family, expecting and accepting only the 
highest moral conduct. When emergencies arise he is always ready 
to meet them with aplomb, wisdom and the correct, if often intri-
cate solution. His judgments are astute, and he is admired and 
tespected by others in the area who look to him for leadership 
I 
~nd guidance. 
:I 
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The wife of the hero shows many of the same qualities 
of her husband, although her wishes are always subordinate to 
:his, for his word is law. She and the children must often en• 
dure hardships, suffering and privations, but all of these they 
bear With fortitude for they take pride 1n their new land. 
'They have a deep love for each other and work as a closely knit 
family unit. 
The villains in the plots try various and sundry methods 
of trickery to entrap the hero but he always manages to outwit 
them in one way or another, with a minimum amount of violence. 
The viewer inwardly applauds the victory of the hero and the 
downfall of the villains. 
Prejudices are often dealt with in these programs by 
~utting both the Negro and the Indian 1n a favorable light. The 
Indians r plight at losing his home and hunting grounds is por-
"trayed artfully and tastefully, with skilled actors playing the 
'leading roles. The plot usually involves negotiations With the 
Indians, Whereby the gove~ent or local leaders attempt to make 
satisfactory settlements with the Indians concerning their habi-
::tations. There are always the "bad" men who would treat the 
'Indians cruelly or unjustly, but their cause is always lost. 
On the more infrequent historical portrayals of the 
South during and after the Civil War crisis, the Negro 18 de• 
picted as loyal, trustworthy and wholly faithful to his masters, 
!Who are alwaya kind to him. It would seem that Disney has done 
'much to expunge discrimination against both the Negro and the 
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Indian. 
Fantasyland.- These programs usually take the form of cartoons 
i:.,ith a great deal of humor and gustoo The well-beloved Donald 
buck is often traveling in same remote part of the country with 
:his three nephews, Huey, Dewey and Louie, who manage to hoodwink 
.him to get their wishes. This is done with a good natured humor, 
·and although Donald is often the butt of their jokes, and made to 
look a bit ridiculous, all ends well, and the three little ducks 
often perform amazingly heroic acts. 
In 1961 Ludwig Von Drake was introduced to the program 
in the dual role of an eccentric philospher and a sometimes 
scientist. Needless to say, his experiments often fail, and so 
aoes the program. The dialect is often garbled and the situ-
.: 
lations too ridiculous to be humorous. They are often repetitive 
:.as well as boring. A bit of subtle irony and satire is brought 
'1nto the program at times when same of the cartoon characters 
emulate teenagers doing popular dances, or crooners cause the 
female audience to swoon over their liquid incantations. Cari-
catures of irate parents making proverbial mountains out of 
molehills set the scene in a true perspective so that the child 
~s well as the parent can see the humor in these situations. The 
entertainment on the whole is good, clean tun and should afford 
,the juvenile audience a better perspective on life as well as 
•holesome amusement. 
I ,, 
~venturelando- Although no longer programmed strictly as such, 
~ :the various classics, which have been loved and revered for gener-
,, 
'i 
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ations are portrayed in this section of Disney's versatile bill 
of fare. The acting is nearly always good and the juvenile 
audience may enjoy the drama of earlier classics as well as 
develop compassion for his fellow man. 
Factual stories of nature which concern life in the 
water, air and on land are presented in such an artful and in-
teresting light that the child indirectly and almost un-
,consciously learns much about the world in which he lives. llany 
of these films take years in preparation because of the amount of 
~atience and expense involved in producing the excellent photo-
graphy. 
Disney's programs do a great deal in many ways to inform, 
,~nlighten, and entertain the youthful audience, as well as to 
help the child strengthen his moral character and develop com-
~assion for his fellow man with whom he must be so closely 
associated in this complex society. 
" 
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2. The Three Stooges 
The Three Stooges is exactly what the title of the 
!Program says it is • Moe 1 Larry and CUrley are three comedians 
'who, through the years, have found an appreciative audience in 
.those who enjoy pure slapstick. 
Moe may be said to be the "brains" of the trio, for it 
·is he who makes arrangements for a house to be redocorated, a. 
,patient to be operated on, or a meal to be served to a house 
full of guests, all in the Stooges• inimitable style. La~ has 
an abundance of hair, and it is a good thing, :for he loses a fair 
share of it every time a program is filmed. Curley, the bald one, 
~s the butt of all jokes, the punching bag for the other boxers 
l.n the entertainment. 
As would be expected, there is little or no plot in the 
~rogram, for it doesn't matter much who the supporting characters 
•ay be, or what the outcome of the action, so long as there is 
plenty of action, badgering and buffoonery throughout the act. 
,!rhe viewer might tune in during the first ten minutes of the 
program, or see only the last five, and he would have missed 
I bothing of importance. 
This comedy appeals strictly to the physical senses, for 
lt is the type or humor which has appealed to children since 
~arly cave man days. The humorous violence may appeal to the 
.; 
., 
~ild because it offsets his awareness of his own inadequacy, by 
\\ ,, 
~aking others appear even more inadequate, inept and absurd. 
I, 
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The child's anger and dislike for adult rules and regulations 
tinda expression in the exaggerated violence of the uncouth, 
uninhibited Stooges. 
There are certain traits in the program which might be 
~onsidered undesirable. Fat people are otten the butt or jokes. 
Policemen are stupid and clumsy. The rich are very superior to 
other classes or people, even though they are usually kind to 
them. Surgery may be a terrifying experience. A single program 
or even a raw programs or this nature would probably have little 
ettect upon the child, but a daily diet or them is something 
else. The etrects might be deleterious. 
" 
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3. Make Room tor Daddy 
Danny Thomas, the star of .Make Room tor Daddy, had a 
difficult childhood. Born in the slum section of a large city, 
he knew the seamy side of life at an early age. It was here 
that he discovered he had a natural talent tor entertaining, and 
he made it his career, going from one night club to another to 
earn a meager living. When the opportunity came for a part on 
',televisi.on, Danny found the life exciting and re-rding for 
:awhile, but when ratings began to tall he decided to go back to 
night club entertaining. This was the entertainment world that 
Thomas felt secure in, the world where he could "feel out• his 
i:audience, a most important factor for any comedian. Problema 
1.' 
liPresented themselves, however, for billings often took him away 
!"! 
1itrom his home and .family lite, the tn>e of .family lite that he 
: 
i~d missed as a child. 
l.i 
i! ,, 
When a fresh opportunity came to produce a family tn>e 
,program on television Danny accepted eagerly. He would be able 
'•to live at home while he was filllling the programs, and at the 
·same time carry to the public his idea o.f what happy home life 
ithould be like. 
Thomas plays the part ot Danny Williams on the program, 
supported in the cast by his loving wife Kathy and three fine 
!lhildren, Terry, Who is about fourteen or fif'teen, Rusty, who is 
i: 
$ight, and Linda, the baby of the family, who is five. 
,. 
The program is in a typical family setting, except for 
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the ~act that the ~amily is 1n show business. This a~~ords much 
ot its appeal to young viewers. who always find the li~e o~ 
people 1n show business exciting. Dann~ is the muni~icent6 in-
dulgent ~ather, who wants his children to have the material 
«pleasures and opportunities that were denied him as a child. He 
'is o~ten hoodwinked by the children, who know that he will be 
'an easy mark for their desires. which are never too excessive 
':by acme standards. 
On almost every program a lesson in tolerance. honesty. 
truth or morality is taught. This is done through the plot 
which is a simple one. At one time Rusty may be mildly burt 
because he does not possess natural acting ability. His ~ather 
;iwill scold him ~or his shortcomings, but the solution to the 
i~roblem is resolved when he tells the child that he is loved and 
wanted for what he is. 
,, 
The children bring humor to the program by witty remarks, 
.and personal appeal. Kathy 1B always bringing home stray animal$ 
'or children she has met while at play. These are always accepted 
by the family and dealt with most diplomatically. Situations 
,never get out o~ hand, but are resolved with love and kindness. 
~~ Williams is quite in the background o~ the setting, approving 
and supporting all of her husband's decisions. In this particular 
program it is the father who is the central theme of the plot, 
the head of the household, and the one liho decides all major 
~ssues. 
,. 
;: 
Variety is brought to the program in the ~orm of guest 
;: 
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a.tars who come to vis! t the Williams family • often bringing 
their problems for Danny to resolve in a profound and moralizing 
way. 
The program is popular for many reasons. Foremost is 
its appeal as a :family type program, interspersed with comedy 
and variety. There is plenty of action Without aggression, and 
the Characters are made to seem very real since the cast is made 
up of seasoned actors who play their parts well. It might be 
felt that over-emphasis is placed on material values and the 
family relationships are sometimes so overly sentimental that 
they seem a bit ridiculous. However children, who are naturally 
very affectionate and feel things intensely, might not find this 
ito be the case. 
" 
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4. Ozzie and Harriet 
Ozzie and Harriet have been perennial favorites of the 
American public since the incipience of their family-type program 
·On television. The family unit consists of the Nelsons• ozzie, 
iiBarriet, and their two sons, Dave and Rick. The family situation 
';I 
is perhaps more realistic than some of the other family-type 
)rograms, since this is the story of a true-to-life family, with 
',actual family experiences creating the plots for some of the 
;~rograms. The only drawback here is the fact that they are a 
television family, always in the public eye, which sets them 
·apart from a typical American family. 
Harriet and Ozzie are a happily married couple, with a 
' ,,
'~inimum of marital problems. They run their household in the 
ilimage of the ideal American home. Since both are seasoned actors 
'! 
':they make life in the small town seem a near Utopia. The home 
~~s attractive, the mortgage very seldom mentioned, the neighbors 
are friendly and business is good. Vacations are frequent and 
;often hilarious, for it is obvious in the first ten minutes of 
i 
'the program that theirs is a closely knit, family unit. 
' 
It is Harriet's task to be the moderator in family miaun• 
derstandings. Her role is that of any mother who loves her family 
very much and wants to see them happy. She makes the dental 
' 
" i~ppointments, calls the plumber, picks up the clothes at the dry 
!cleaners, packs the basket for a picnic or whips up a party at 
·• moment's notice. Harriet ia . ..J.so .~he __ per.f'ect wife, for she 
"# 
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helps Oszie out or his difficulties when he makes two ap-
pointments for the same hour, or promises to speak to the ladies'' 
club and discovers at the last minute that his speech is inap-
propriate. 
ozzie is the understanding rather who has a more than 
average interest in the family goings-on. He has all the minor 
vices of any typical father. He may sneak out on mowing the 
lawn to get in eighteen holes or golf. He may tell a little 
white lie, saying that he has to work late so that he can play 
cards with the boys. He is always ready to help Rick and Dave 
with their problems, however, and since both boys are in their 
:late teens the types or pro'blems they encounter can be most 
~nterest ing. 
The 'boys have many friends and phone calls. Since their 
'~gh school days are over, the groWing-up problems are minimized, 
iand the chief ones seem to be how to handle money and girls, in 
·]that order. Ricky has been a television star in his own right 
'for several years, so quite often part of the program is taken 
up by a convenient setting wherein he may sing one of his hit-
tunes. 
The program finds its appeal to cnildren because to the 
.child the family is a very realistic one. The satisfying 
·relationships in the home meet his needs for acceptance, 
i' 
affection and security. Since he is 'beginning to see himself in 
·~ objective light, the viewer can enjoy vicariously the happ,-
,home life of the Nelsons. 
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s. Bat Masterson 
William Barclay Masterson. known to his friends and 
" ' feared by his toes as the man who became a legend in his own 
" time;was a fictional character of the West in the late eighteen 
hundreds. This places the setting of tne drama in the category 
,of pure fantasy, when men were men and the leaders of the era 
assumed moral responsibility for setting things to rights in 
whatever community they happened to find themselves a.t the time. 
Bat ia the gallant gentleman of the frontier, always gay, 
debonair• immaculate and manly. He can supervise a buffalo hunt, 
·organize a ranch• handle a cattle drive, run a bank, or win at 
;:cards with equal facility. He is always heroic• always just, 
',perceptive, ingenius and cunning. His trademark is a black 
,,derby hat and a gold-headed cane, which he flourishes as an orna.-
~ent or uses as a lethal weapon, as the situation demands. 
This defender of the weak can compliment beautiful ladies, 
ot whom there is at least one on every program, so that they 
worship him, but he never becomes involved with one of them. His 
'is the life of the wanderer but he is never lonely tor he always 
has some heroic mission to accomplish. It is his solemn purpose 
to pursue justice, and pursue it with plenty of action. 
Money is never a problem to Mr. Masterson because his 
•pockets are always well lined with it. Twenty or a hundred 
•thousand dollars is of small concern to this gambler who never 
':Loses. He can win on a thousand to one shot. 
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Whatever his mis aion may be on a particular program, it 
is impossible for the villain of the plot to overcome Bat, for 
he has ubiquitous perception. He can solve insolvable mysteries. 
• Whenever he encounters the 11 BAD MEN11 face to face there is aJ.way:s 
a weapon handy to help him administer swift, relentless punish-
ment. He can shoot three men in as many seconds without the 
. slightest change of expression or qualms of conscience, for in 
.his estimation, this is the only correct way to administer 
justice. There is at least one killing on almost every program. 
The plot is nearly always simple on western-type drama, 
. With aggression the central ingredient. The child n&.turally 
\'finds this appealing, for both his experience and vocabulary are 
;'limited. The hero personifies virtue, armed with right and a 
Moral judgments are simple and clear cut. There ',:six-shooter. !: 
!l,are no shades between good and bad. The action, movement, and 
1: 
1:isuapense appeal to the child much more than the plot, which 
! 
':remains nearly constant, With diverse variations. The hero 
vanquishes the foe, but reQrds his triends with his loyal de-
~otion and assistance. Bat Masterson falls neatly into this 
•category. 
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6. The Pl1ntstones 
To give a new twist to comedy situations in family living, 
,the Wl"iters of the Flintstones devised cartoon characters of 
·modern culture in a cave~an type setting. Increasing popularity 
'of cartoon characters and caricatures bave made it possible tor 
the program to hold high ratings because it offers a. diversion 
from the usual type of entertainment. The unusual setting 
affords countless ways of producing humorous situations of the 
,slapstick variety. At Quickie Car Washes elephants with ex• 
ceedingly long trunks squirt water over makeshift, wooden auto-
'mobiles. Dinosaurs are used aa cranes in gravel pits. Cave• 
.like homes are equipped with modernistic appliances operated by 
;!Prehistoric animals. An example of this might be an automatic 
!~asher activated by an oversize turtle strapped to the cover 
,, 
i'of the machine. 
! 
Fred and Wilma Flintstone live in a Stone Age Suburbia 
':acrosa the street from their neighbors, and almost constant 
,companions, Barney and Betty Rubble. On each program the four-
:some experiences some sort of family adventure with a simple plot. 
i '~he theme at the program is of little or no consequence. On one 
program Fred may lose first his temper and then his job because 
'of his immature behavior. It is up to Wilma to persuade the bosa 
1to take h1m back. On another program Wilma and Betty may win a 
i 
i!lontest on television, and there is much ado about how the money 
i' 
~ •ill be spent. This seems to be a recurring theme 1n one form or 
:: 
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another. 
The material in this comedy-type program runs the gamut 
ot ludicrous trivia.. The females in the program are the 
'steadying forces, it such there be. The males in the cast, 
especially Fred, are irresponsible, impetuous, bigoted, pompous 
and insecure. They Show varying amounts of these qualities on 
'every program, depending on the farce of the moment. If the7 
•ere real personalities instead of cartoons the7 would likel7 
,ibear striking resemblances to Jackie Gleason and Art Carney in 
ithe da7s of the Hone,mooners. Although Wilma goes through man7 
:trials to bolster the ego of her problem husband, she loves him 
'very much, and at the end of nearl7 ever7 program the four 
'~tone Age Suburbanites rejoice in their friendship tor each other. 
;! 
·~ dubious moral lesson that the programs might seem to conve7 is 
,that it individuals can put aside their idioaJ"Dcrasies they will 
:f'ind that life can indeed, be beautiful. 
The program undoubtedl7 appeals to children because of 
'its uniqueness. Th87 ma7 be little concerned whether Fred gets 
his job back or not, and the7 may find much of the meaning of the 
conversation abstruse, but the7 will be charmed b7 the antics of 
the pre-historic animals and the animation and cavorting of the 
cartoon characters. 
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CHAPTER IV 
Results of the Questionnaire 
As stated in the outline of the study a questionnaire of 
eighty statements was originally compiled, based on the five 
categories of social values presented to children through the 
television programs they reported watching. The five categories 
were: (1) home life, (2) social relationships, (3) moral issues, 
(4) material values, and (5) prejudices against nationalities, 
groups, colors and religions. The list of eighty questions, 
written as statements with which the child could agree or dis-
agree, was then given to a group of sixth grade children to 
determine their reactions as to vocabulary difficulties and 
content meanings. As a result of this, fifteen questions were 
invalidated, and the remaining sixty-five questions were given 
to the 105 elementary children in the survey group. From the 
results of the questionnaire it was hoped to make some assumptions 
as to the effects of television viewing an children's feelings 
about certain social values insofar as they were able to express 
them. 
Home Life:- In this category it is felt that on most programs 
presented, whether through comedy or family-type drama, mothers-
72 
........ ··········~= 
in•law are, in varying degrees, unwelcome as a guest in the 
home. The family-type father is very polite about a mother-in-
law's visit, but his attitude is often that of one who must bear 
a necessary burden. The cartoonist and comedian are quite vo-
ciferous in their protests, and it is but rarely that one sees 
a program wherein the mother-in-law is welcome. Results of the 
questionnaire seem to indicate that personal experience, plus 
the fact that children want their fathers to like their grand-
mothers, offset the popular television concept to a degree. 
About fifty-five per cent agreed that mothers-in-law are un-
.welcome. In a similar vein, more than two-thirds of the children 
agreed with the television concept that mothers-in-law and wives 
seldom work together for the good of the husband. Here tele-
vision's teachings seem to carry more weight. 
The handling of punishment would seem to depend a great 
deal upon personal experience. The bland television parent 
seldom mentions administering corporal punishment, but forty-two 
per cent felt that some form of punishment is necessary for 
wrongdoings, while fifty-eight per cent felt that talking it 
over would be a better solution. 
Although seventy-two per cent of the children felt that 
mothers are more understanding and easier to talk to than fathers, 
an idea generally conveyed through television programs, only 
fifty-one per cent felt that mothers are more sympathetic than 
fathers, which might indicate that mothers make major decisions 
in about half of the homes. Generally the television mother is 
.~--
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also the final arbiter in decision-making. 
Slightly less than half of the children felt that 
parents can get them out of any difficulties. The reason tor 
their feelings on this might depend upon the type of difficulty 
the child had in mind. On the television program the child must 
always make some form of retribution for his crimes, whether it 
be paying for a broken window from his savings (a seldom 
occurrence) or going to bed at an unusually early hour. How-
ever he nearly always feels that his parent is solidly behind 
him, to make the disciplinary measures a little easier to bear. 
An encouraging result of the questionnaire pointed out 
that about sixty-tour per cent of the children felt that their 
parents spent some time playing games with them, a rather un-
popular conception on television, where the family group seldom 
plans any activities together. The children seem naturally to 
be expected to carry out their own interests and activities quite 
apart frcm those of their parents. A lower percentage, about 
fifty-eight per cent, felt that their parents do not find them 
to be a nuisance during vacations. Many assumptions might be 
made here, but on the face of the results they do not comply 
with the concepts generally presented on television. 
Children's regard for the wisdom of an older child, plus 
the fact that they are still dependent to a degree upon others 
who are older, might account for the fact that almost ninety 
per cent agreed that an older brother usually knows more than a 
younger one. This complies with television. 
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The generosity of the nature of children and their in-
ability to harbor grievances was shown when almost eighty-three 
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per cent said that they felt that they should forgive their parents' 
mistakes. The results of the tests also showed a very high 
correlation between courtesy and good manners as the children felt 
they ought to be, and the manners taught on television. The fact 
that ninety-five out of 105 results showed that the children felt 
that their fathers want to be pals with them shows an extremely 
high correlation with television presentations. This seems to be 
a most popular conception. 
home life are as follows: 
Agree Disas;ree ~est ion 
Number 
34 71 9. 
58 47 11. 
44 61 17. 
54 51 18. 
51 54 19. 
91 14 21. 
99 5 24. 
83 19 27. 
The results of the questionnaire on 
Statement 
Mothers-in-law and wives always work 
together for the good of the husband. 
Almost every father likes his wife's 
mother very much. He wants her to 
come for a visit. 
Fathers and mothers need to punish you 
when you have done wrong. Talking to 
you will seldom solve anything. 
Mothers are more sympathetic than 
fathers. They will feel sorry for you 
when fathers will not. 
Parents can get you out of any diffi-
culties. 
An older brother usually knows better 
than a younger brother. 
Children should be courteous to their 
parents' guests. 
When parents are wrong it is up to you 
to forgive them. 
Agree Disagree 
39 66 
76 29 
92 13 
45 60 
95 10 
~uestion 
Number 
30. 
31. 
32. 
38. 
59. 
Statement 
Most fathers and mothers help you to 
get out of your troubles, but they do 
not spend any time playing games with 
you. 
Fathers try to understand you but 
mothers are usually much easier to 
talk to. 
In the happiest homes each person 
does his share of the work. 
Most parents feel that their children 
are a nuisance during vacation. 
Fathers want to be pals with their 
children. 
Social Relationships.- That children lack the ability to make 
value judgments, and show little knowledge of cause and effect, 
is evident in the results of the questionnaire which showed that 
about thirty-eight per cent of the children agreed that dogs are 
smarter than people. It is within the child's realm of vicarious 
television experiences that he has known of dogs who could sense 
danger, and solve mysteries which are beyond human understanding. 
Beyond this the preadolescent often cannot go. He judges the 
situation as he finds it within his experience. 
Very few television programs currently deal with rich 
people as such, and on the isolated comedy program where the 
rich make quite a show of being kind to the poor, children seem 
to be unimpressed, for only about thirteen per cent agreed that 
the rich are always kind to the poor. There seems to be little 
concern in this country at present whether one has or does not 
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have wealth, for poverty is no longer a problem. 
About half of the Children felt that fat people are funny, 
but they don't intend to be. The comedy situations on television 
invariably conform to this concept, and it seems rather a high 
correlation to find that half of the children agreed with the idea, 
for this would indicate lack of understanding of the imperfections 
of others, and a small regard for the feelings of others, but 
definite conclusions as to the effect of television on this 
particular concept cannot be drawn for there is no previous re-
search with which to compare the results. 
About forty per cent of the children agreed that most 
men will do anything to please a pretty girl, and since there 
is an over abundance of programs on the air which convey this 
concept, the results are not unexpected. It is not only on tele-
vision that this idea is popular. 
The family-type programs on television intersperse humor 
with drama, and Father is often the butt of a joke. The thought 
that he was involved in various pranks as a boy always brings a 
chuckle from the audience, especially when this fact becomes 
known just as he is in the midst of giving a serious lecture to 
his progeny on proper behavior. The majority of the children 
believed this to be true to the extent that seventy-four per cent 
felt that it would be unwise to copy their father's behavior when 
he was young. Conversely, children seem to have high regard for 
their father's ability to fix things around the house as evi-
denced by the fact that seventy-three per cent had faith in their 
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father's capabilities in this line. Here the concept of the 
children does not conform to the idea conveyed through the 
comedy on television, but this might not be surprising if one 
considers the fact that children generally are not interested 
in repairs that must be made around the home, but they do have 
faith in their father's ability. 
About eighty-seven per cent of the children felt that 
some children are luckier 1n their parents than others. The 
correlation is high with the concept presented on television 
but personal experience plays a major role in this area so it 
would be difficult to establish the effect of television on this 
concept, since the statement is generally accepted as true. To 
the extent that children are aware of this might depend on the 
amount of television viewing they have done. 
Children identify themselves with the heroes on TV, and 
the heroes or heroines are always compatible. Therefore, it is 
not surprising that about eighty-seven per cent of the children 
felt that you have to be nice to the people with Whom you work. 
It might be possible that the children did not consider the impli-
cations of the verb0 have"in the sentence, but it seems evident 
from the results of the statement that a very large percentage 
of children wish to conform. That children are concerned about 
socializing and winning the approval of others is evident in the 
results wherein eighty-nine percent felt that if you act stupid 
or silly people won't like you very much. This complies with the 
'television concept, as does the statement that too much curiositJ 
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you into trouble. on this statement about seventy-
' 
·,\ seven per cent felt that this is a fact. One might guess as to ' 
; 
·I 
:1 the rewarding experiences of the other twenty-three per cent. 
·! 
i There are some conflicting programs on television, 
:\ ' 
'I wherein women are portrayed either as getting along together be~ter 
'! 
'I than men, or the reverse is true. On the programs reported as ;i 
" ij 
\1 most watched by the children women generally get along together 1 
'i better than men, but influences other than television might aff~ct 
,, 
'I the responses on this statement, for only about thirty-two per :: 
:1 cent agreed that women get along together better than their male 
'I 
,I counterparts. However, in compliance with the TV concept, eigh~y-
;I 
" i\ four per cent agreed that men have to be babied by their wives 
,, 
" !I or they are hard to live with. Fourteen per cent did not 
!I 
:1 agree. This television concept pervades most major areas of' 
i! 
'I ;Jprogramming, being found in both comedy and drama. 
d 
:! 
:1 
On the popular western show, and to a lesser degree on :I 
I 
the fact that it is th~ :1 the family-type program, much is made of 
~1 i 
11 duty of the strong to protect the weak. Almost ninety per cent;, 
i! of the children agreed with this statement, but their sentiment~ 
:1 :; 
'·J might apply more to abstract theorizing than to concrete action~j 
'[ as is sometimes portrayed on television. 
'i ,, 
'I Listed below are the statements given to the children 
I 
;j and the results. 
'I II Agree Disagree 
I 
~uestion 
Number 
Statement il 
d ,, 
,, 
il 
i 14 91 RiCh people are always kind to the poqr. 
" 
1. 
! 
' 41 64 Dogs are smarter than people. ,, I :! 
;j 
'I 
; 
52 
42 
29 
89 
16 
90 
55 
34 
19 
30 
91 
18 
63 
91 
80 
Disagree 
53 
63 
76 
15 
89 
15 
50 
71 
86 
75 
14 
87 
40 
14 
25 
"' 
Question Statement 
Number 
14. Fat people are funny, but they don't 
intend to be. 
16. Most men will do anything to please a 
pretty girl. 
20. 
22. 
23. 
36. 
37. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
55. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
If you copy the things your father did 
as a boy, you will live a good life. 
Some children are luckier in their 
parents than others. 
You do not have to be nice to the 
people with whom you work. 
It is more .fun to live on a farm than : 
in the city. 
All boys collect things, preferably 
things that are alive. 
Women get along together better than 
men. 
Women have to be babied by their 
husbands or they are hard to live wit~. 
Men think they can .fix things around 
the house but usually they make things 
worse. 
It is the duty of the strong to protect 
the weak. 
If you like too many people you will 
be unhappy. 
When youngsters get to be teenagers 
they can be pests. 
Don't act stupid or silly or people 
won't like you very much. 
Too much curiosity will often get you 
into trouble. 
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1jMoral Issues.- The age of pre-adolescence might be called one 
::of moral realism for the child, for he is just beginning to make 
·'literal applications of his concepts of right and wrong. His 
judgments, which are baaed upon some form of social experience, 
show little consideration of intent or circumstances. It is 
,,because of the limits of his experience that this is so. The 
i 
iresults which showed that one-third of the children believed 
',! 
i that the law is something you should "get around" every time you 
i 
'1 can would indicate an area for concern if the ratio remained 
!' 
!the same upon testing a larger number of children. Inc on-
! 
isistently, ninety-one ,, per cent felt that it is always best to 
I 
I 
:let your parents know what you have been doing. Correlation here 
,[is very high with the concepts presented through the family-type• 
'I 
:! 
I programs. 
! 
Slightly less than sixty per cent of the children 
Jdisagreed with the idea that they should help parents out of 
•. foolish predicaments. The situations of this type are few in 
number on television, so this might account for the lower corre ... 
lation. Again, a sense of inadequacy might be felt, as is evi-
denced in the results where nearly half of the children felt that 
they might give up a job which they had started if they felt it 
!was too hard for them. This does not comply with the television 
, concept. To bear out the theory of inadequacy are the results 
' 
' 
.:which show that about eighty-three per cent of the children felt 
i 
il that they should forgive their parents for punishing them un-
:i justly. Here there seems to be an indication that the children ' 
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willing to forgive an injustice than to help a 
,i parent out of his dilemma, which might require action and inge-
'1 
I nuity. 
i 
' 
A further appearance of inadequacy might be shown in 
'i the results which showed that about forty-four per cent felt !i 
,j that it is no fun to be older for you have too many responsibilJi-
! ties in high school. When one considers however, that for the 
I ten-year-old high school is a very remote place, and he is in-
'1 
i terested only in the subsequent year, the results are under-
.1 standable. 
High in correlation with the TV portrayals are the 
11 results which indicate that about ninety-one per cent of the 
;i 
'I children felt that they were more important to their parents 
! 
' ;i than their jobs • 
!I 
The Child's need for acceptance and security , 
![might be evidenced in these results, as well as results which 
il 
·i indicated that about eighty-seven per cent of the children 
i! 
il wanted to do the right thing so their parents would approve of 
:; 
I! 
'I 
i 
~~them. 
'I 
j almost 
·I 
Same inconsistency is shown in the results wherein 
ninety-five percent of the children agreed that the best: 
. ~ 
i way to get the things you want is to get a job and earn them, 
.i I yet in the very next question thirty-three and one-third per 
" 
'I cent of the Children agreed that the best way to get the things ; 
,, 
:l you want is to ask your parents for them. Perhaps children's 
i! 
, lack of value judgments is evidenced in these questions. The ,, 
i I television child usually earns his own money through some form :1 
i of work. 
! I; 
li 
', 
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,. 
,i 
,: Effects of the westerns would seem to be negligible in 
·i 
i 
I 
'i the results which indicated that seventy-seven per cent or the 
,I children agreed that brave men do not need to fight to prove it., 
! 
'I 
.! Perhaps the teachings of the family-type program offsets the 
.; 
concept of aggression evidenced by the western. 
A high sense of moral righteousness is indicated wherein: 
almost ninety per cent of the children felt that once you know 
the right thing to do you must do it, no matter how hard it will 
I be. This complies with the moral lessons which are taught 
-! 
'I 
•: through the family-type programs on television. That retributiop 
:! 
.:is inescapable was believed by eighty-six per cent of the children, 
•I 
i !who felt that if you do anything wrong it is sure to catch up , 
i 
!with you. However, only seventy-six per cent felt that you must 
,! 
' 
11 always get punished for the bad things you do. Personal ex-
1 
!perience might justify the feelings of the other twenty-four per 
II 
! i cent. The results of the questionnaire on moral issues are as 
I 
ifollows: 
Agree Disagree 
36 69 
91 9 
, 
! 44 61 
II ,, 
ii 
!! 
II 49 56 
;f 
i' 
' 
II 
I 
I 
Question Statement 
Number 
12. The law is something you should"get 
around"to get what you want every time 
you can. 
25. It is always best to let your parents 
know what you have been doing even 
though they have a way of seeing things 
differently than you do. · 
26. 
28. 
When parents do something foolish it ·· 
is up to you to help them get out of ~~. 
After you start a job you might give 1~ 
up if you think it is too hard for you~ 
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85 19 
94 ll 34. 
97 8 46. 
35 70 47. 
80 25 49. 
92 13 50. 
79 26 51. 
83 22 52. 
46 59 53. 
88 17 54. 
89 16 65. 
-:: 
Statement 
When parents punish you for something 
you did not do you must forgive them. : 
Children are more important to parents 
than their jobs. 
The best way to get the things you want 
is to get a job and earn them. 
The best way to get the things you want 
is to ask your parents. 
Brave men do not need to fight to prove 
it. 
Once you know the right thing to do 
you must do it, no matter how hard it 
will be. 
You must always get punished for the 
bad things you do, but parents can 
sometimes make it easier for you. 
You have to do the right thing so you 
won't disappoint your parents. 
It is no fun to be older, for you hav~ 
too many responsibilities when you get 
in high school. 
If you do anything wrong it is sure to 
catch up with you. 
Children want to do the right thing so 
their parents will approve of them. 
jMaterial Values.- The child is largely dependent upon the adults 
j who are responsible for his existence for the fulfillment of hi$; 
material needs. It is through the satisfaction or denial of his 
needs that the subjective child is concerned with them. Adults 
! often have misconceptions about the desires of children, for 
I 
i 
'what appeals to them and is highly desired one week might be 
• discarded the next. Adversely, the child cannot miss something 
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,-, he has never had. His desires can and often are whetted by 
presentations on television through advertising and programming. 
,He is often an apt pupil for the insidious stress placed upon 
material values through the television medium. 
Children are little concerned with money as such, other 
than a temporary potential to satisfy immediate pleasures, un• 
less they are influenced by those with whom they socialize. This 
is evidenced by the fact that only about sixty-four per cent 
felt that they should save money so they might have some if they 
should ever need it. Disregard for money as such was also 
evidenced by the returns wherein sixty-six per cent felt that you 
should not take money for good deeds. The influence of tele-
vision might be felt here for this is one of its teachings. Also 
1n compliance with the teachings of television was the fact that 
only about fifteen per cent of the children felt that if you are 
not satisfied with what you have you should try to get it any way 
you can. It would perhaps be unwise to draw any definite con-
clusions here as to the results, for the discrepancies between 
~heory and practice are often immeasurable, as they are on tele-
vision. 
That children have little knowledge of cause and effect 
is evidenced by the fact that sixty-f~ per cent felt that some 
kinds of candy make you feel happy. Here also might be the 
implication that children are concerned only with the immediate. 
~or them unhappiness may be alleviated by candy. Children have 
~uch more perception than they are often given credit for, 
1,. 
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:\ 
i nonetheless, as evidenced by the fact that only one-fourth of 
- -= ' 
. the children believed that if you take the right pill, no matteli 
i how bad you feel, you will feel better right away. Along the 
same lines about forty per cent agreed that if you use the righ~ 
. toothpaste your teeth will not decay. This would indicate a 
; substantial influence in television advertising, if it could be · 
'i 
I 
11 detennined whether the total number of children who agreed with. 
I i the statement use any toothpaste at all, at least Without a 
I 
I 
certain amount of persuasion. 
\ 
Personal experience seemed to play a major role in the 
decisions of the sixty-eight per cent of the children who agreed 
that their mothers would get mad if they got their clothes real 
.dirty no matter what kind of soap she used. It might be felt 
·I that the influence of television advertising was substantial in; 
•· this statement, since forty-two per cent of the children dis-
agreed with it, indicating that they believed the television 
commercial. The children seemed to be little affected by the 
bombardment of television advertising which extols the use of 
various brands of cigarettes, for only nineteen per cent felt 
that they should try smoking, even though they know it is bad 
1 for them. Perhaps even here the influence of television ad-
vertising is appreciable, for a happier result would be that no ' 
children would want to try it. 
About fourteen per cent of the children indicated that 
they felt that money was more important to their parents than 
their children. It might be unwise to draw any definite con-
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'I 
\I ;: 
elusions from these results, tor it might be quite possible that 
>other factors besides money would invoke the same reactions on 
,! the part of the children, Eighty-six per cent of the children 
,indicated that they felt secure in their parents' affections, 
The results of the questions on material values are 
as follows: 
>Agree Disasree Question Statement 
Number 
67 38 29. All people (should) save money so they 
will have some it they ever need it. 
64 36 35, Some kinds of candy make you feel 
happy. 
28 77 42. No matter how bad you feel, if you 
take the right pill you will feel 
better right away, 
43 62 43. It you use the right toothpaste your 
teeth will not decay. 
70 35 44. No matter what kind of soap your mother 
uses, she will get mad it you get your 
clothes real dirty, 
90 15 45. Children are more important to their 
parents than any amount of money. 
35 70 48. You should take money for good deeds 
if you can get it, 
21 84 58. Smoking may be bad for you but it is 
so enjoyable that you should try it. 
18 87 60. It you are not satisfied with what you 
have and want more, you should try to 
get it any way you can. 
Prejudices against Nationalities, Groups, Colors and Religions.-
If the results of the questionnaire are studied closely 
!~n the area of prejudices they would seem to indicate that tele-
ivision has a much greater influence on children's ideas and atti~ 
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tudes than is recognized by those who deny its importance. The' 
'child learns prejudices first from those with whom he socializes 
.and secondly from what he sees or hears. The television progrSJils 
he watches inadvertantly play a definite role in his learning i~ 
this area for it is through the television portrayals that he 
gains concepts about groups, nationalities and races with which 
he has no direct contact. 
Television programmers have done an admirable job, per-
• haps due to pressures, in decreasing prejudices against Negroes. 
Only seventeen per cent of the children agreed that Negroes are 
not educated, and only fifteen per cent agreed that Negroes are 
not very intelligent. Without doubt the percentage would be 
much higher if the survey were conducted in other parts of the 
;country where home influence is much stronger against Negroes, 
and there are no means by which to compare concepts of a few 
years ago, when television showed Negroes in a much less favor-
', able light, but the results as shown are gratifying. Concordant•ly, 
only eighteen per cent agreed that Hawaiians are not very in-
telligent. The isolated television program which conveys this 
concept would seem to have little effect on the children. 
Indians have been portrayed in varying roles, and more 
"recent programs show S'YJI!pathy and understanding for their plight. 
About thirty-six per cent of the children agreed that Indians 
were always ready to fight the whlte man, while eleven per cent 
'·agreed that Indians liked and trusted the white man. The im-
ipl1cations here might be that the children felt that the Indiana 
il 
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::bad legitimate reasons for not liking or trusting the white man. 
' 
:i About fifty-nine per cent of the children felt that all 
:: 
' leaders of long ago were very brave. Perhaps the children took 
, into account the leaders of the bad men of long ago, who in-
. variably turn out to be cowards as portrayed in western dramas. 
About sixty per cent of the children agreed that crimi-
nals always make a mistake, the concept generally conveyed 
through television. This correlation is low but there are 
various programs on television wherein the criminal is caught 
in the last ninety seconds of the film, so this might justify 
, the lower correlation between the children 1 s responses and the 
television concept as portrayed on the programs children reported 
-:watching most. 
Concerning groups with which children have little or no 
direct contact approximately thirty-seven per cent of the 
children agreed that lawyers will be dishonest to win for their 
clients. It might be possible that there is a carry over here 
from the programs whereby many of the heroes use devious means 
to justify their ends. 
The majority of the responses correlate with the tele-
vision concept, which generally portrays the lawyer as being 
honest. A lower percentage, about thirty per cent agreed that 
police are quick to arrest people before they are sure they are 
guilty. This leaves the majority of the responses in compliance 
with the television concept. The percentage might be further 
.lowered if comedy programs which make the police look stupid and 
., 
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.inefficient were deleted. 
The prestige role and esteem in which children hold 
!government agents such as detectives is evidenced by responses 
which indicated that only five per cent of the children agreed 
.that private detectives lose in the end. Television seems to 
.have taught its lesson well on this concept. Again, only nine 
:per cent of the children agreed that police never make the 
!mistake of catching the wrong man. 
Results of the questionnaire on prejudices are as 
follows: 
.Agree 
19 
18 
38 
17 
12 
61 
62 
40 
33 
6 
10 
Disagree 
86 
82 
67 
88 
93 
44 
33 
65 
72 
99 
95 
Question Statement 
Number 
2. Negroes are not educated. 
3. Most Hawaiians are not very intelligent. 
5. Indians were always ready to tight the 
white man. 
e. Negroes are not very intelligent. 
e. Indians liked and trusted the white 
man. 
7. All leaders of long ago were very brave. 
55. Criminals always make a mistake. 
10. Lawyers will be dishonest if they have 
to so they can win for their client. 
13. Police are quick to arrest people, even 
before they are sure they are guilty. 
15. Government agents such as police and 
detectives go through many dangers but 
they usually lose in the end. 
57. Policemen never make the mistake of 
catching the wrong man. 
90 
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CHAPTER V 
Summary and Conclusions 
It was the purpose of this study to assess children's 
reactions to social values presented to them through television 
program content insofar as the children were able to express 
their feelings. A check list of programs presented on tele-
.vision in the Boston area was given to a survey group of 110 
,children in grades four, five and six, ranging 1n age from 
, 9 years, 0 months to 14 years, ll months. At the end of one 
" 
week's time 90 of the 110 copies had been completed and returned. 
The tabulated results showed a total of 1490 hours of viewing, 
or a daily average of 2 hours and 2l minutes. This average seems 
to be somewhat lower than the national average, which might 
indicate that other interests are gaining preference over tele• 
viewing. On a larger scale the results might have greater 
• significance. 
The children reported having watched a total of 185 
,,programs. No programs were reported after ll :00 P. M. It was 
,observed that a very small percentage of the children selected 
'educational programs. The programs selected by the children 
91 
·were, in order of choice: 
l. Disney's World 
2. Three Stooges 
3. Make Room For Daddy 
4. ozzie and Harriet 
5. Bat Masterson 
6. The Flints tones 
A list of five categories of social values was selected 
in conjunction with concepts presented to viewers through 
·. program content • The five categories were ( l) home life, 
·(2) social relationships, (3) moral issues, (4) material values, 
(5) prejudices against nationalities, groups, colors,and re-
ligions. A list of statements was then made for each category, 
based on program content presented in the six most watched 
programs selected by the children. Upon completion of a list of 
statements a questionnaire of 65 statements was given to children 
in the survey group so that their responses might be assessed. 
Since the children reported viewing a total of 185 
programs it is obvious that they watch almost any program pre-
sented, which would indicate that they do not adhere strictly to 
children's programs, but often choose to watch adult fare. In 
the most popular programs the children seemed to prefer comedy, 
family-type drama, westerns,and cartoons, in that order. The 
children reported active interest in adventure type programs of 
:a science nature, and it is felt that if more programs of this 
type were offered which would excite the child's natural curiosity 
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they would be eagerly accepted. 
The children seemed to be influenced by the concepts 
, presented through the television media as far as home life is 
concerned. The results generally indicated that the children 
' felt that strong punitive measures in dealing with misdemeanors 
were more ineffective than talking it over with the parent. The 
majority of the children also felt that mothers are much easier 
. to talk to and are more sympathetic than fathers, which might 
imply that mothers are more influential in the home than fathers. 
' This is a popular conception conveyed to the viewer through the 
,, family-type programs, wherein fathers are often portrayed as 
indecisive and even bungling at times. More than 92% of the 
'children felt that fathers want to be pals with their children, 
.which might indicate that discipline in the home is left in 
Mother's capable hands. Again, fathers might be shown in a bad 
light when one considers that three-fourths of the children felt 
·it would be unwise to copy their father's behavior when he was 
young. One might conclude that improvement is needed in tele-
'vision portrayals of Father's role. 
The children felt that they should be polite to guests, 
assume their share of work at home, and be forgiving when they 
were wronged. All of these moral virtues are well taught through 
television programs. 
The areas where the children did not agree with tele-
,vision concepts were concerned chiefly with the child's security 
in his parents' affections. The children did not agree that 
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<ip&rents spend little time with them, nor did they feel that 
<parents find them to be a nuisance during vacations. These 
.results seem to infer that the child's personal feelings and 
experiences have greater influence than television's teachings. 
In the area of social relationships the inability of 
:children to make value judgments was pointed out when more than 
one-third of the children agreed that dogs are smarter than 
people. This implicates the power of television to influence 
directly or indirectly the child's thinking. 
The children showed concern about socializing with 
<Others, and indicated a strong desire to be accepted as evi-
<denced by the high percentage of children who felt that they 
must be nice to people with whom they work, must like many 
.people, and not act stupid or silly or they would not be liked 
by others. Here television's influence would seem to be all to 
the good, and in accordance with the ideals of society. 
Nearly all of the children agreed that it is the duty of 
the strong to protect the weak. To the children this might 
indicate a physical responsibility which is within their under-
standing. In the realm of moral responsibility the children 
'showed a need for guidance, for half of them agreed that fat 
people are funny, an indication of a lack of compassion for the 
imperfections of others. 
In the area of moral issues the children as a ma.jority 
showed a strong sense of moral right in that they felt they should 
"' !always let their parents know what they had been doing, that they 
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:Jshould always do the right thing so they wouldn 1 t disappoint 
:j their parents and thus they would win their parents 1 approval. 
I 
The children as a whole felt that if they did something wrong 
they would be sure to be caught. 
More than one-third of the children agreed that the law 
'is something you should 11get around" to get what you want. This 
rseems to be a large percentage for there are very few television 
:!programs which imply this concept, unless one considers the west .. 
ern dramas, wherein the hero often takes the law into his own 
.. hands • Incongruent with this concept was the fact that less 
•. than 18% of the children agreed that if you are not satisfied 
iwith What you have you should try to get it any way you can. 
:One might conclude from the in consistencies that the children 
misinterpreted the term "get around", consigning it to mean 
"cooperate with"• 
Generally the children seemed to be unimpressed by the 
salesmanship of the television commercials, perhaps because they 
were disinterested in the commercials geared to adult viewers. 
:They had little faith in taking the right pill, or using the 
right toothpaste. A very small percentage seemed influenced by 
the attractive television ads promoting cigarettes for they did 
not profess wanting to try them. They did agree that some kinds 
of candy would make them feel happy. This might indicate an area 
in which they were more interested. 
On the whole, the results of the questionnaire dealing 
•wi th pre judices were gratifying for the children showed no marked 
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prejudices toward any groups. Steady improvement bas been noted 
ln the manner in which those responsible for programming have 
iJieal t with the issue • 
In the overall picture it is very difficult to assess 
many of television's subtle influences on the child's emotional 
i$nd intellectual development. Often the effects of television 
;~epend as much or more upon the personality of a particular child 
as they do upon the program itself. The prime influence upon the 
1
child is the home itself, and secondly those with whom he social-
';izes. 
As a group the children seemed to be conformity-minded, 
iponcerned with security and acceptable social behavior. In many 
·~f the responses the children indicated a malleable personality, 
,: 
!which would suggest that television has great potential as an 
·~nfluence for good or ill. 
The major fare of television although improved, still 
;~eaves much to be desired. Where the main diet is now westerns, 
' 
i•tereotyped family drama, slapstick comedy and recurring cartoons 
~uch better fare might be offered in programs that would tap 
·~hildren's natural curiosity and desire for adventure. Children 
:~how a great need for guidance in moral and ethical responsibility, 
!~d programs which portray both adults and children who exemplify 
:in a realistic way such qualities as honesty, integrity, com-
:passion, and humility might do much to influence children's social 
•behavior. 
I' 
ii 
-.·· 
,. , I i 
" In these days of anxiety and stress society's social be-
•<' ..... «-=•:"+~;;:!:~==;,;: ~ ;_•:·~~=-~:..:~~~ .--:~~-;;::. - --- ~";-o,-::-,; -_-;- ;;:,-c,·,;:::;:o-.:.;o·.,::-;_~~---···- -~:.: -~ .. 
:' 
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havior and social values became increasingly important. A 
balance must be maintained in the conrlicts or independence and 
Jl.nterdependence, freedom and restrictions, competition and 
'Collaboration, security and venture, and subjective and objective 
soals. Within the limits or this study it is believed that 
there is evidence to support the theory that television influences 
children in acquiring social values. rr this is so it is the 
task of viewers to use their inrluence to raise the quality or 
programs televised, and it is the task or those responsible ror 
programming to ascertain that television's role may be made as 
rewarding as possible. 
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APPENDIX A 
List of Programs Watched 
1. Alfred Hitchcock 
2. Alvin 
3. Amateur Hour 
4. American Bandstand 
5. Art Linkletter 
6. Ask Washington 
7. Asaignmen t Underwater 
a. Bachelor Father 
9. Bat Masterson 
10. Ben case7 
11. Best of Groucho 
12. Blue Angela 
13 o Bob CUDIIIIinga 
14. Bonanza 
15. Boomtown 
16. Bowling 
17. Bozo 
18. Brave Stallion 
19. Brighter Da7 
20 •. Brothers Brannigan 
21. Bugs Bwm7 
22. Bullwinkle 
23. Bus Stop 
24. Camoflouge 
25. Captain Blood 
26e Car 54 
'in. Cartoons 
28. Checkmate 
29. Che7enne 
30. Children of the Silent Night 
31. Childrens Theater 
32. Classical Music 
33. College Kick-ott 
34. Command Premiere 
35. Concentration 
36. Countr7 Folk 
37e Dance Part7 
38. Dann7 Thomas 
39. Dateline Boston 
40. Day in Court 
41. Death Valley Days 
42. Decisions 
43. Defenders 
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44. Dennis the Menace 
45. Deputy Dog 
46. Dick Powell 
47. Dick Van Dyke 
48. Disney's World 
49. Doby Gillis 
50. Dr. Kildare 
51. Donna Reed 
52. Early Show 
53. Ed Sullivan 
54. Edge ot Night 
55. Ernie Kovacs 
56. Expedition 
57. Father Knows Best 
58. Father ot the Bri~ 
59. Film Feature 
60. Flints tones 
61. Follow the Sun 
62. Four•H 1n Action 
63. From These Roots 
64. Frontier Circus 
65. Fury 
66. G-E College Bowl 
67. G-E Theater 
ea. Gun smoke 
69. Hathaway a 
70. Have Gun, Will Travel 
71. Hawaiian Eye 
72. Here and Now 
73. Here's Hollywood 
74. Highway Patrol 
75. Horse Racing 
76. Huckleberr,y Hound 
77. International Showtime 
78. International Zone 
79. Investigators 
eo. It Could Be You 
81. Jett 1 s Collie 
82. Joey Bishop 
83. Jungle Jim 
84. King ot Diamonds 
85. Laramie 
86. Lassie 
87. Law.man 
ea. Lawrence Welk 
89. Leave It to Beaver 
--t! 
90. Liberty Bowl 
l! 
i', 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
Lite ot Riley 
Little Rascals 
Lock-up 
. Loretta Young 
95. Mackenzie's Raiders 
96 • Make Room For Daddy 
97. Margie 
98. Mattie's Funday Funnies 
99. Maverick 
100. Mighty Mouse 
101. Millionaire 
102. Kister Ed 
103. Mr. Wizard 
104. Movie-Adventure Drama 
105. Movie-Comedy 
106. My Friend Flick& 
107. My Little Margie 
lOS. Jly Three Sons 
109. National Velvet 
110. New Breed-Police 
111. News 
112. NFL Game ot the Week 
113. On Your Mark 
114. Once Upon a Japanese Time 
115. one-Two-Three Go 
116. Outlaws 
117. Ozzie and Harriet 
118. Patterns 1n Music 
119. Perry Mason 
120. Pete and Gladys 
121. Play Your Hunch 
122. Pop-Eye 
123• Price is Right 
124. Pro-Basketball 
125. Pro-Football 
126. QQeen For a Day 
127. Quick Draw McGraw 
128. Rawhide 
129. Real McCoys 
130. Red Flag Ott Cape Cod 
131. Red Skelton 
132. Rescue 8 
133. Rifleman 
134. Ripcord 
135. Roaring TWenties 
136. Rocky and His Friends 
137. Route 66 
138. Roy Rogers 
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139. 
140. 
141. 
142. 
143. 
144. 
145. 
146. 
147. 
148. 
149. 
150. 
151. 
152. 
153. 
154. 
155. 
156. 
157. 
158. 
169. 
160. 
161. 
162. 
163. 
164. 
165. 
166. 
167. 
168. 
169. 
170. 
171. 
172. 
Salty Brine's Shack 
S&Dta 
Say When 
See Here Private Hargrove 
Seven Keys 
Seventy-seven Sunset Strip 
Shari Lewis 
Shotgun Slade 
Ski Thrills 
Sky King 
Small World 
Starring the Editors 
Straightaway 
Steve Allen 
Supe:rm&D 
Sur:tdde Six 
Talent Show 
Tall llan 
Tarzan 
Texas Ranger• 
Three Stooges 
Threshold 
Tightrope 
To Tell the Truth 
Top Cat 
Trouble Shooters 
Truth or Consequences 
Twentieth Century 
Twilight Zone 
Uncle Gus 
Ulyases s. Grant 
Update 
Verdict Is Your 
Video Village 
173. Wagon Train 
174. Wells Fargo 
175. Whil'lybirds 
176. Who Do You Trust 
177. Wild Bill Hickok 
178. Window On llain Street 
179. Wisdom 
180. Wizard o:t Oz 
181. Wrestling 
182. Wyatt Earp 
183. Yogi Bear 
184. Young Dr. Malone 
185. Yours For a Song 
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